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AILSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Minutes of a meeting of Ailsworth Parish Council held on Monday 20th October 2025 at 

7.30pm at the Cedar Centre 

DRAFT MINUTES FOR APPROVAL AT NEXT MEETING 

27. ATTENDANCE  

a. Present: Anne Perkins (Chairman), Joan Pickett (Vice Chairman), Martin Stalley, 
Richard Moon, Megan Ellershaw, Anne Raven, Michelle Dickens – Clerk and two 
members of the public. 

b. Apologies: Sean Langston-Jones. 

28. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 

a. To receive Declarations of Interest from Councillors on items in the agenda: None. 

b. To receive written requests for Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests: 
None. 

c. To grant any requests for Dispensation as appropriate: None. 

29. OPEN FORUM 

a. A resident attended to discuss and share his views on the Methodist Church (the 
Chapel) planning application (Minute 31a(1) below). APC appreciated him coming along 
and confirmed that they will consider his points when they submit their formal objection 
to PCC.  

b. John Hodder attended. 

(1) APC confirmed to John that they are in agreement of the draft JPLG and JCAP 
meeting summaries along with the terms of reference from the joint parish council 
liaison meetings. 

(2) Cllr. Perkins and Cllr. Pickett confirmed they will attend the upcoming Village 
Hall AGM meeting. 

(3) The CCTV/Nature Recovery meeting with PCC has been re-scheduled. 

30. PREVIOUS MINUTES 

a. To confirm Meeting Minutes of 15th September 2025  held at the Cedar Centre; 
Confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

31. PLANNING 

a. New or revised applications and current APC action: one new tree application, 
one new planning application and one lawful development application. 

(1) 25/01159/FUL – Ailsworth Methodist Church, Main Street, Ailsworth - 
proposed change of use from Chapel (F1) to 3no. residential dwellings including 
creation of new door/window openings and demolition of existing extension. APC 
will be submitting their formal objection to PCC which will be visible on PCC’s 
planning portal. 

https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/20250915-APC-15th-September-Parish-Council-Meeting-Minutes-DRAFT.pdf
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=T2FGN9MLG5K00
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(2) 25/01199/CTR - 111 Peterborough Road, Ailsworth - (T1) Reduction of heaven 
tree crown by 35% and reduce over hanging. APC had no objections. 

(3) 25/01240/CLP - 18 Casworth Way, Ailsworth - proposed side extension with 
minor internal alterations – Certificate of Lawful Development – information 
only. 

b. Planning decisions since the September meeting of APC.  

(1) 25/01095/HHFUL - 2 The Bungalow, Maffitt Road, Ailsworth. Permitted. 

(2) 24/01440/FUL – Land to the South of Old Peterborough Road, Sutton – 
change of use of land to cemetery. Planning Committee meeting 21st October. A 
member of APC will be attending. 

c. Draft Local Plan. The final draft of the Local Plan should go to Planning Committee 
and then Council before the end of the year. The engagement period, which APC is a 
formal consultee, is likely to be early next year. In the meantime, Cllr. Moon suggested 
that APC needs to give some thought to whether seeking legal planning advice would be 
a good idea, in preparation for the engagement period. 

d. PRP/NPT. NPT were contacted to get clarity on whether their three plots of land 
mentioned in the Local Plan are pencilled in for future housing development. Their reply 
was very ambiguous. APC will wait to see what comes out in the draft Local Plan. 

32. COMMUNITY MATTERS 

a. CIL projects. Cllr. Stalley confirmed that there are lots of ideas. Further discussion 
next meeting. 

b. New Close land/PECT. Clerk confirmed that the pro-rated invoice for June 25 to 
March 26 has been emailed to PECT (ongoing invoices will be sent at the beginning of 
each financial year for the coming year). Awaiting payment. 

c. Improved/new signage for all parish land. To be discussed next month. 

d. Bus shelter names/memorial list. To be discussed next month. 

e. Village defib. Village Emergency Telephone System (VETS). Cllr. Raven confirmed 
that Community Heartbeat no longer use this system. They are looking into alternatives 
but at the present moment there isn’t a system in place. Clerk to investigate who is the 
defib guardian on the Circuit, which is the database used by the ambulance service. 

f. Tree work quotes. Quotes received from Sam Trimmer and Tom Sharpe. One quote 
for trimming the oak tree on the edge of the donkey paddock, one for the three 
sycamores in the hedgerow in the rec and one for the other larger sycamore in the rec. 
APC would like to proceed with Tom but for now just the oak tree and larger sycamore. 

g. Litter pick. The litter pick was a big success with good feedback from participants. 
APC would like to thank everyone who assisted to make it a success. 
 
h. Cemetery/Remembrance Day. APC is going to wait until the new rector is 
appointed next year with regards to burial space available. With regards to 

https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=T2ZAIIMLGCK00
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=T3CPTWMLGIM00
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=T1T5UNMLFWI00
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=SMKMMJMLJL700
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Remembrance Day, APC would like the same to happen as last year, the wreath on the 
bus shelter etc. Clerk has purchased the wreath from the Royal British Legion. 
 
i. Allotment review. Clerk to email the allotment holders regarding the concerns 
which have been raised in using weedkiller and to get any feedback. Clerk to also chase 
up any outstanding allotment payments. 

j. 16-acre field. Ongoing talks have been happening with regards to the use of the 
land from the next calendar year. If APC proceeds with NPT, it was suggested that any 
contracts/formal documents are reviewed and checked independently before 
proceeding. 
 
k. Mowing of the rec. Clerk has requested quotes from various contractors for next 
season. 
 

33. HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY 

a. Path request from resident between Chapel Lane Close and Holme Road, down 
Helpston Road. Awaiting response from Highways. 

34. FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE 

a. Unity Trust Current Account Statement for September. 

b.  Unity Trust Deposit Account Statement for September. 

c. Unity Trust Current Account reconciliation and transactions for September. 

d. Unity Trust Deposit Account reconciliation and transactions for September. 

e. Budget meeting to be arranged. 

f. Clerk Pension Scheme. Cllrs were in agreement of the Nest Pension Scheme.  

g. National Pay increase for Clerk. 3.2% backdated to April – information only. 

h. New website and email system. To be discussed next month but in the meantime, 
Cllrs are going to email the Clerk any ideas they have. 

i. Financial Regulations. To be circulated. 

j. Cllr. Langston-Jones. Returning in November for APC’s meeting. 

k. VE Day. Amy Boyle confirmed that the profit made from the VE Day event was 
£59.48. 

l. Invoices to be authorised for payment – 

(a) VJ Day contribution - £12.42 – approved previously - bank details required. 
(b) Nurture – grass cutting for September - £324.30 – approved. 
(c) Clerk expenses for September – approved. 

 

https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Unity-Trust-Current-Account-Statement-September-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Unity-Trust-Deposit-Account-Statement-September-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/UT-Current-Account-Bank-Reconciliation-September-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/UT-Current-Account-Transactions-September-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/UT-Deposit-Account-Bank-Reconciliation-September-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/UT-Deposit-Account-Transactions-September-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Nurture-Invoice-September-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/APC-Expenses-Michelle-Dickens-September.xlsx
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35. BURIAL GROUNDS 

a. Cemetery – see planning application mentioned above, Minute 31b(2).  

b. Provision of extra burial ground. Discussed at the JPLG meeting on 11th September. 
Also see Minute 32h. 

36. ANY ADDITIONAL COUNCILLOR POINTS 

a. None. 

37. COMMITTEE REPORTS/WORKING GROUPS 

a. JPLG –  

(1) APC to consider September JPLG meeting summary along with confirmation 
of the draft September JCAP update and re-affirmed Terms of Reference (ToR) for 
JPLG. Agreement confirmed. 

(2) Next JPLG meeting is on 15th January 2026. 

b. Nature Recovery Group –  

(1) Purchase of wildflower plants for rec. Agreed amount of £100. 

(2) Purchase of gate closing mechanism for rec next to play area. Agreed. 

(3) Signage update. Ongoing. 

(4) Cllr. Stalley informed APC that NPT mowed the wildflower meadows and long 
grass areas. APC was thankful for this.  

c. Good Neighbours Scheme. The cost per household for 2025/26 is £2.50 and 
Ailsworth has 264 houses. APC need to decide whether to continue being part of the 
scheme. 

d. Parish Liaison meeting. Date to be confirmed. 

38. NEXT MEETING 

a. APC confirmed that the next meeting would be held on 17th November at 7.30pm. 

39. Meeting concluded at 9.30pm. 

Michelle Dickens 

Michelle Dickens 

Clerk to Ailsworth Parish Council 

4th November 2025 

Signed as a true record: Chair: ……………………………………….….  Dated: …………… 


