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AILSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Minutes of a meeting of Ailsworth Parish Council held on Monday 15th September 2025 at 

7.30pm at the Cedar Centre 

DRAFT MINUTES FOR APPROVAL AT NEXT MEETING 

14. ATTENDANCE  

a. Present: Anne Perkins (Chairman), Joan Pickett (Vice Chairman), Martin Stalley, 
Richard Moon, Megan Ellershaw, Anne Raven, Michelle Dickens – Clerk and one 
member of the public. 

b. Apologies: Sean Langston-Jones. 

15. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 

a. To receive Declarations of Interest from Councillors on items in the agenda: None. 

b. To receive written requests for Dispensations for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests: 
None. 

c. To grant any requests for Dispensation as appropriate: None. 

16. OPEN FORUM 

a. John Hodder attended. 

(1) John informed Councillors that the Neighbourhood Plan review has been 
completed by PCC and the revised version is available to view on their website. 

(2) APC confirmed to John that they will consider the draft JPLG and JCAP 
meeting summaries at the October parish council meeting along with the terms of 
reference from the joint parish council liaison meetings. 

17. PREVIOUS MINUTES 

a. To confirm Meeting Minutes of 21st July 2025  held at the Cedar Centre; Confirmed 
and signed by the Chairman. 

18. PLANNING 

a. New or revised applications and current APC action: One new planning 
application.  

(1) 25/01095/HHFUL - 2 The Bungalow, Maffitt Road, Ailsworth - Partial 
demolition of existing conservatory with re-build to form habitable room. APC has 
no objection. 

(2) 24/01440/FUL – land to the South of Old Peterborough Road, Sutton – change 
of use of land to cemetery – Ongoing item. 

b. Planning decisions since the July meeting of APC.  

(1) 25/00665/LBC - 28 Helpston Road, Ailsworth - Replacement of 1no. front 
elevation and 2no. rear elevation windows – permitted. 

https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/20250721-APC-21st-July-Parish-Council-Meeting-Minutes-DRAFT-1.pdf
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=T1T5UNMLFWI00
https://planpa.peterborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=SX2BWJMLM2G00
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c. Draft Local Plan. Cllr. Moon provided APC with an update further to Homes 
England’s response to his letter, regarding the two additional site proposals in the draft 
Local Plan. Homes England confirmed that they have no plans currently to build the 250 
houses. Cllr. Moon mentioned the coalition at PCC between the various political parties. 
Cllr. Perkins has written to PCC emphasising the water and drainage factors within the 
village and the general infrastructure, if additional houses are to be built. 

d. Neighbourhood Plan. See Minute 16a(1) above. 

19. COMMUNITY MATTERS 

a. CIL projects. 

(1) Cllr. Stalley confirmed that Colin Smith in the village very kindly donated the 
paving slabs for under the new picnic bench in the rec. APC were very thankful.  

(2) The total cost for the new bench installation was £918 inc VAT. VAT to be 
reclaimed. 

(3) The rec gate is now secure. A new gate wasn’t required in the end.  

(4) Cllr. Stalley has been looking at new signs/information boards. He showed 
some great examples of what we could use in the rec for the nature recovery area 
etc and the artwork. Councillors were in agreement to stick with one sign for the 
rec for the moment and get quotes for smaller signs for the significant areas in the 
village, including the bus shelter and play equipment. The approx. cost for the large 
signs was £600 all in and installed for two. 

(5) Councillors voted whether to keep the ‘E’ in Ailsworth like on the wooden 
village sign for our logo. It was decided to keep the ‘E’. 

(6) Table tennis table, no progress yet. 

b. August update. 

(1) Fly tipping/CCTV. The option of CCTV seems complicated and expensive. 
PCC does have cameras they will loan out so that is an option to consider. Nothing 
definite decided yet. Fly tipping must be reported on fix my street. PCC can see the 
extent of it then and how frequently it is happening. 

(2) Churchyard memorial garden. APC were in agreement it would be a nice 
community gesture to to assist with helping to keep the garden looking nice with 
plants and general maintenance and sharing the cost. No immediate action. 

c. New Close land/PECT.  

Action: Clerk to send PECT a pro-rated invoice for June 25 to March 26. Ongoing invoices 
will be sent at the beginning of each financial year for the coming year. 

Improved/new signage for all parish land. CIL money could cover this. See Minute 19a(4) 
above. 

d. Bus shelter. Addition of a sign to say it’s a war memorial in future signage plans. 

e. Wooden village sign refurbishment. Done. 
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f. Tree survey. Circulated previously. No urgent action. There are three older 
sycamores in the hedgerow on the rec which do need work in next couple of years, along 
with one larger sycamore.  

Action: Clerk to get in touch with Sam Trimmer and Tom Sharpe to get some quotes. One 
quote for trimming the oak tree on the edge of the donkey paddock, one for the three 
sycamores in the hedgerow in the rec and one for the other larger sycamore in the rec. 
APC can then come up with a plan of action. APC would like to get a bit more diversity on 
the tree selection when old ones need replacing.  

g. Village defib. Village Emergency Telephone System (VETS).  

Action: Clerk to speak to Community Heartbeat to find out more about the system, if 
mobile numbers can be used as times have changed from landlines and if there is an 
appetite for the scheme.  

h. Trees on boundary line, on the edge of the ditch at the end of Main Street (in front 
of the new houses). 

Action: Clerk to email the tree officer at PCC to see if he can shed any light on whose 
trees they are. They’ve recently been cut down so we need to establish whose 
responsibility they are for future reference. 

i. Litter pick. 18th October, 9:45am meet at the Green behind The Feathers, Castor to 
start at 10am. Finish at 12pm. Refreshments at The Feathers afterwards. 
 

20. HIGHWAYS AND ROAD SAFETY 

a. Path request from resident between Chapel Lane Close and Holme Close, down 
Helpston Road. Highways confirmed the following –  

Following the development along this road it wasn't felt that a footpath was required.  
This area is within the 20 speed limit and drivers should be adhering to this limit.  
We wouldn't look to install a footpath at this location. 

Action: Clerk to email Highways again to see what they suggest if anything, and to see if 
there any alternative options such as the installation of pedestrian signage. 

21. FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE 

a. Unity Trust Current Account Statement for July and August. 

b.  Unity Trust Deposit Account Statement for July and August. 

c. Unity Trust Current Account reconciliation for July and August and transactions for 
July and August. 

d. Unity Trust Deposit Account reconciliation for July and August and transactions 
for July and August. 

e. Budget report. Finance meeting to be arranged to run through this. 

f. Second instalment of precept and grants received from PCC - £8,936.99 total. 

g. Clerk Pension Scheme. Finance group looking into this. 

https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Unity-Trust-Current-Account-Statement-July-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Unity-Trust-Current-Account-Statement-August-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Unity-Trust-Deposit-Account-Statement-July-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Unity-Trust-Deposit-Account-Statement-August-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/UT-Current-Account-Bank-Reconciliation-July-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/UT-Current-Account-Bank-Reconciliation-August-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/UT-Current-Account-Transactions-July-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/UT-Current-Account-Transactions-August-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/UT-Deposit-Account-Bank-Reconciliation-July-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/UT-Deposit-Account-Bank-Reconciliation-August-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/UT-Deposit-Account-Transactions-July-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/UT-Deposit-Account-Transactions-August-2025.pdf


 
Page 4 of 5 

h. New website and email system. Clerk discussed the quotes obtained. Parish 
Online is the most competitively priced and has good reviews. 

Action:  Clerk to obtain the names of a few parish councils who use Parish Online so 
Councillors can have a look at their websites before committing, and to get some ideas 
of what APC would like. 

i. Updated standing orders. Approved and adopted. 

j. Invoices to be authorised for payment – 

(a) Clerk expenses for July and August. 

(b) VJ Day contribution - £12.42. 

(c) Nurture – grass cutting for July - £324.30. 

(d) Nurture – grass cutting for August - £324.30. 

(e) Clear Councils Insurance Renewal - £716.72. 

(f) Curtis Website Design - £255. 

(g) Wave bill – £175.84. 

(h) Rialtas Accounting - Software - £499  

                   Setup – £289 

    Annual Support and Maintenance - £101.50 

22. BURIAL GROUNDS 

a. Cemetery proposal. See planning application mentioned above, item 18a(2). 
Ongoing item. 

b. Provision of extra burial ground. Discussed at the JPLG meeting on 11th September. 
Awaiting meeting Minutes. 

23. ANY ADDITIONAL COUNCILLOR POINTS 

a. Clerk to email Cllr. Langston-Jones to congratulate him on his recent passing out 
and completion of his training and to find out if his plan is to return to APC towards the 
end of October as previously planned. 

24. COMMITTEE REPORTS/WORKING GROUPS 

a. JPLG. Next meeting is on 15th January at 7.30pm at the Cedar Centre. 

(1) Provision of extra burial ground. Discussed at the JPLG meeting on 11th 
September. Awaiting meeting Minutes. 

(2) Request for CCTV for crime prevention – is it feasible, would PCC install 
cameras and monitor them in the problem areas. Discussed at JPLG meeting on 
11th September. Awaiting meeting Minutes. 

b. Nature Recovery. 

https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Model-Standing-Orders-England-2025-Update-TO-BE-adopted-September-2025.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/APC-Expenses-Michelle-Dickens-July-Aug..xlsx
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Nurture-July-mowing.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Nurture-August-mowing.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Clear-Councils-Insurance-Renewal.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Curtis-Website-Design.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Wave.pdf
https://www.ailsworthparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Rialtas.pdf
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(1) Clerk to email Andrew Harisson-Smith to see what his plans are for getting 
his crops off the 16-acre field in readiness for the end of December when his 
contact ends. 

(2) Cllr. Ellershaw has been speaking with NPT about potentially using the 16-
acre field for wild bird seed mix or something similar. Discussions are ongoing.  

(3) PCC representatives are due to visit Castor and Ailsworth. Cllr. Stalley will 
meet with them to discuss APC’s nature recovery plans and show them round. 

25. NEXT MEETING 

a. APC confirmed that the next meeting would be held on 20th October at 7.30pm. 

26. Meeting concluded at 9.24pm. 

Michelle Dickens 

Michelle Dickens 

Clerk to Ailsworth Parish Council 

6th October 2025 

Signed as a true record: Chair: ……………………………………….….  Dated: …………… 


