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Update as at April 2016 

 

Castor & Ailsworth Neighbourhood Plans 

 
The talk on “Climate Change and how it might affect Castor Hanglands” given by the Chief 
Executive of the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire & Northamptonshire, 
arranged in association with Friends of Castor Hanglands and Ailsworth Heath (FOCHAH), 
was held in the Village Hall on 26th February and proved very enlightening.  It was supported 
by displays by Nene Coppicing, Frog Life and Natural England, with 85 people attending.  
 
This was followed by the delivery of our second questionnaire to all premises in Castor & 
Ailsworth together with a booklet providing an overview of the draft Vision and Objectives. 
 
The two drop-in events held on 12th and 19th March each received a steady stream of 
callers.  The talk on 23rd March “Beneath your feet – the history and archaeology of our 
parishes” by Dr Stephen Upex, MCIfA, FSA, arranged in association with St Kyneburgha 
Building Preservation Trust, was attended by 97 people.  It provided a fascinating insight to 
the wealth of archaeological evidence of the past history of our two parishes.   
 
All of these events provided opportunities for parishioners to meet with members of the 
Neighbourhood Plan Group, and to have a say in the shaping our two village Neighbourhood 
Plans. 
 
Some 208 questionnaires have been returned - a response rate of 31% - which although 

lower than last time is still relatively high for consumer surveys in general.  Once again a 

huge thank you to everyone who took part. 

The survey results will be analysed, reported on both Parish council websites and 

considered as the drafting of our two Neighbourhood Plans goes forward.  There will be 

further events during the coming months leading to the creation of the Plans. 

Thank you again to everyone who took part; we will continue to keep you posted. 

 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


