
Castor and Ailsworth Neighbourhood Plans-  

Questionnaire comments 
 

 

Question 1 

 

Wish List 

 

 “Don’t forget the pubs.” 

 “We would benefit from having a post office in our village. Bretton Post Office gets so busy. 

Everybody uses a post office at some time or another, all ages. We need one here again” 

 “A big part of community is also the youth and we have nothing to do. A skate park would be nice.” 

 “ Access to play area without having to walk down a road without a footpath with a blind bend 

halfway down i.e. back of the church.” 

 “ Measures need to be taken to stop parking on pavements through the village for safety to 

children and elderly with mobility scooters.” 

 “Regular police patrol would add to safety.” 

 “ Pubs are also very important as well as public transport and better quality broadband.” 

 “Public transport links are also very important.” 

 “The shop could be better.”  

 “At present there is insufficient parking areas, especially on Main Street and outside the shop and 

café.”  

 Skate park. 

 “The village shop could be improved.” 

 We need a Skate Park. 

 “Off street parking would be good.” 

 “Skate park is needed for youth.  

 “Maintain bus service- very important.” 

 “We would like to see a post office in the village.” 

 Quality of life would be much improved by reduction in cars, enforced speed limits, restricted and 

enforced parking- at present it is all on street, especially near the school. 

  Encourage reduction of vehicle use within the village 

 Skate Park is needed for youth. Some floodlights would be good. 

 We will need more facilities for young people i.e. shops, Skate Park. 

 Bridleways are super important to me. 

 

Status Quo 

 

 “ The open green spaces in the villages are important to retain” 

 “ Vital to retain the integrity of a village. That is why we have chosen village rather than urban or 

town living.” 

  We should aim to preserve the village feel. 

  We need to keep a village feel and not end up like Yaxley, over run by new developments. 

 “ I like living in a village that is separate from the city. However we should do all we can to retain 

the facilities that the village needs and it’s green surroundings.” 

 “ It is important to keep traditional sites like the village-owned field on Stocks Hill.” 



 Please do not develop any open spaces so that our village may stay a village. 

 We have a young family and love walks/cycles in and around the village to see horses/sheep and 

to visit the parks. The friendly/safe environment with access to good schools were the reason we 

moved to the village from Peterborough 

 “ It is a rural community is so all the above play an important factor in this.” 

 All the above are aspects of living in a village- if anyone is threatened, including over developed 

facilities- then it ceases to be a village 

 “ It is important to retain the village feel to Castor and Ailsworth.” 

 “ If the above are not protected then the village just becomes another part of suburbia.” 

 “We should not build any more houses on the green spaces around the village.” 

  It is paramount that both villages maintain their unique sense of character. 

 “I feel it is important to maintain our green spaces in and around our village i.e. no further 

development including ‘exceptions sites.’” 

 “Castor is an important historic village and the centre of Castor must not be spoilt.” 

 “I have lived in this village all my life and I don’t want it to be turned into a township.” 

 “I would like to retain as many of the open green spaces and enclosed green areas within the 

village.” 

 “One shop in the village is adequate. No more shops. Do not create an industrial estate within the 

village.” 

 “The countryside around the villages has been described as ‘best landscape’ (north of villages) 

and areas of ‘natural beauty’ (south of villages).” 

 “Please keep our village as a village! Too much development will turn it into less of a village.” 

 “Retaining the current environment as a rural village is important. Minimal traffic, considering 

horses, walkers and alike. This is a village not a town.” 

 It is a historic rural village and we need to preserve and protect it and the surrounding countryside. 

 “The above qualities will naturally diminish with increased population of the villages. Therefore, 

they are all paramount.” 

 “As a young couple, the reason we chose to move to the area was for the above reasons. We 

would hate to question our decision.” 

 “All the above factors can be found in Castor and Ailsworth at this time.” 

 “All these aspects define the quality of life here. It is a village many would choose to live in, given 

the opportunity.” 

 “Peterborough City Council needs to preserve the few villages left.” 

 “To maintain the village feel of both villages is very important, avoiding any building on the current 

green spaces.” 

 “We like the village just the way it is.” 

 “The most important factor relating to quality of life is to preserve what we have achieved thus far; 

a cohesive village with simple facilities rather than a designed sprawl.” 

 

Re. development  

 

 “Whilst we understand that more housing is needed, we think that it should be sympathetic to the 

village and should not destroy it and its rural ethos” 

 The above are the reasons we moved from Peterborough city centre. We do not want to end up in 

a township due to excessive development. 



 “The proposed orange building plan fills me with dread. The village will be swallowed up entirely– it 

is madness. I thought we had already two new estates.” 

 “Sensitive housing development could enhance all these.” 

 “Given the likelihood of further development around the village over the coming years, it is likely 

that some of our character will be lost.” 

 “ Castor and Ailsworth need organic development to refresh the community without overwhelming 

change.” 

 “Important to retain a balance- infrastructure (roads) vs. new development. Village cannot cope 

with more traffic and housing.” 

 “Smaller scale development seems the most likely to enable the features referred to in question 1 

to be maintained.” 

 “Development should be predominantly first-time buyers or affordable family homes.” 

 “Any major development around the village will destroy its community. Minor development is 

prudent and will lead to retention of rural village.” 

 “There is already considerable traffic on Loves Hill due to the developments already built. Further 

developments should have their own access roads.” 

 “No development is preferred. Building on the HCA land would turn the village into a town.” 

 “The countryside and wildlife should have priority over people and buildings.” 

 I have lived here before the bypass, this improved the quality of life. If we continue to build large 

quantities of housing within the villages the traffic will be back causing big problems. 

 “A village is what it is and has evolved over the centuries and should continue to do so. It is not an 

urban dormitory where everyone of working age leaves in the morning and returns at night and 

pulls up the drawbridge.” 

 If building takes place on any large scale, access via footpaths to surrounding countryside will be 

important. 

 Given that the likelihood of further development around the village over the coming years, it is 

likely that some of this character will be lost. 

 I have owned a property in Castor for 25 years. Urbanisation is already happening (in fill 

development, traffic calming, roadsigns) and is to some extent inevitable. 

 

Re. sense of community 

 

 “Community benefits from being– inclusive and diverse, contributing to the sense of community.” 

 “You need a hub in a village e.g. shop, tearoom, pub, where people can meet and socialise and 

bring the young and old together” 

 The small village environment where everyone knows each other is of paramount importance.” 

 “We moved from a city to be in a small community and in a village where we can feel safer as we 

are pensioners.” 

 “Need public houses in the village for social gatherings.” 

 “Important to keep the current sense of community. All the above are paramount to this.” 

 “Castor is a lovely village with a rural atmosphere and a real sense of community. Any changes will 

need to reflect this.” 

 “We moved to Castor because of the rural atmosphere, sense of community and natural 

countryside around it. Four years on, we love it!” 



 “The rural preserve/neighbourhood and quality of village life comes from those who conscientiously 

ensure that we can embrace the spirit of village life. Without that ethos, the village would change 

beyond recognition.” 

 I specifically chose to live in Castor and Ailsworth for the small village size and big community feel. 

  Currently it is shocking there is no real sense of community now, it will not come back. 

 “The sense of community is important but there is nothing for the youth-a skate park would be 

good.” 

 

Question 2 

 

Supporting young people/locals/low cost housing 

 “It is important to bring more people into the villages to sustain the facilities and ensure young 

people can afford to live in the villages.” 

 “Housing for locals!” 

 “Low-cost housing is urgently needed in and around the villages.” 

 “ Small housing units, not large five bed type housing, as children in village will need homes when 

they leave family home and get married.” 

 “ Affordable housing needed to enable local youngsters to stay in the village as housing costs are 

driving them out.” 

 Skate Park. 

 Make them affordable for first time buyers and village residents. 

 “ Any development needs to meet the requirement needs of our younger generation. We must try 

to help them stay in the villages, otherwise it will be full of elderly.” 

 “Any housing within the villages should take into account the need for the younger generation who 

have lived all their life here to also settle with their own families.” 

 “Village people should have priority on rental properties. Cross keys have the opposite view. 

Village people first.” 

 Skate park. 

 

Traffic/infrastructure concerns 

 

 “More houses in the villages themselves or south of the bypass will add considerable traffic” 

 Why do we need more housing? It is big enough as it is, we cannot cope with any more traffic 

through our villages. 

 Whichever option is chosen, make sure access and parking is considered. Hampton is not a good 

example, parking causes single access, limited passing and frustration. 

 “ Sorting accompanying infrastructure is key– roads/traffic and drains/sewage particularly.” 

  Concerned about my choices 4 and 5, as both would involve increase traffic down Helpston road. 

There is a blind bend at the bottom of this road, made worse by cars. 

  If a large housing development is to be built as well as its own access roads it would need its own 

infrastructure, for example school, shop and doctors. 

 “ Whatever development, it is vital that good roads are built to remove high volume of traffic 

through villages.” 

 “ I live next to a field between the village and the bypass. Traffic would be a problem if that field 

was built on with no more access roads, but limiting development severely would impact on the 

school and shop staying open.”  



 “As the drainage system is at maximum capacity and beyond, any extra developments will 

completely blow the current system.” 

 “No matter what is appropriately decided, the infrastructure must be able to support its community. 

Currently the school cannot sustain further growth so other developments should be self-

sufficient.” 

 “I have ranked the above but would hate to see most happen due to the increase in traffic that 

would occur.” 

 “Keep construction traffic away from Helpston Road please.” 

 “Would hate to see development on Loves Hill. Traffic would be awful. Any near developments 

should have separate access.” 

 “I would be concerned that development north of the bypass would lead to Helpston Road being a 

rat-run. Traffic already speeds into the village via Helpston Road. I would like to see traffic calming 

measures.” 

 “Any development must come with improved infrastructure, especially the sewers. New school?” 

 No direct access through Helpston Road  - keep traffic to a minimum.  

 Change Road system on Peterborough Road so not so much traffic. 

 If you develop too much in the village you will lose all the green spaces and will create far too 

much traffic through the village. 

 

Integration 

 

 “If we have to accept that development will happen then it is better to integrate new people to our 

community as best we can, but without spoiling existing village amenities. We should not aim to 

build a ‘ghetto’ on our doorstep without sharing what makes our villages special.” 

 It should be connected. 

 “Opposed to large new development around the village but if there is to be any development it 

should be integrated within the community.” 

 “A little more development should be integrated in the villages and it would help local businesses 

and lead to more facilities without damaging the general feel of the area.”  

 “In order to retain a sense of community, developments away from the villages should be 

minimised.” 

 

Against development 

 

 “Helpston Road is the only road leading north out of the village. It has protected verges and should 

not be altered or destroyed.” 

 None of the above. 

 “Villages cannot cope with large housing development and will lose its feel and quality of life for 

those that reside here” 

 “Significant housing development in and around the villages will destroy their unique characters 

and will lose the warm community feel and rural atmosphere. Peterborough’s most beautiful 

countryside will be lost.” 

  It would be a shame to destroy the village atmosphere by building a huge estate surrounding 

villages, swallowing them up. 

 Want to remain as a village and not risk being swallowed up a by Hampton type development. 

 None. 



 There is so little land available in our villages to build any substantial housing. 

 Village life is an important asset to the country and countryside and should not be eroded further. 

 “I would prefer the option which limits the amount of social housing, as from my personal 

experience, the tenants have been very problematic and do not suit living in rural community.” 

 Keep the village as a village. 

  We don't want the villages swallowed up by a township type development. 

 Any large housing development would totally change the character and feel of the village. Plus, the 

facilities are way too small to cope- i.e. shop, school, doctors etc.. 

 “This will ruin the village and turn it into another Werrington, which has lost its heart.” 

 “Do not want any large or extensive housing. Do not want to lose our village identity.” 

 “Keep our villages as villages. We do not want a township. People want to move to stay in and live 

in Castor and Ailsworth for what it is now- small rural villages. Let’s not spoil that.” 

 “ Castor and Ailsworth should not become a suburban area like Werrington. Communities work 

best at a scale where people know each other and share responsibility for a community ‘feel’ and 

way of living.” 

 “No more “rabbit warren” Normangate developments… absolutely dreadful with the recreation 

ground becoming a rubbish tip… juvenile misbehaviour is rife.” 

 “I am not happy with any of the options above.” 

 “The keyword is village. It will turn into a small town if houses are built on fields between villages.” 

 “If I wanted to live on a massive estate like Hampton, I would have moved there. I chose Ailsworth 

because it was small and had limited development.” 

  Keep our villages as villages we do not want a township. 

 “None of the above.”  

 “Life has already changed in the village since the last developments.” 

 “We chose to live in a smaller, rural community and paid a premium to do so, in order to provide a 

safe, community environment for our child.” 

 “Why is there need for more housing? My preference is not to build in or near the village. Areas to 

be especially avoided are the Green, Loves Hill, Castor road and Church Hill.” 

 “This is pointless because they will build them where they like.” 

 “Not keen on any of the other options apart from limited further housing development. To rank 

them I would need more information i.e. the type of housing, what is large/small development e.g. 

size and number of houses etc.” 

 “I would rather the village stays as it is.” 

 “I would question the need for more housing in the area. What is this based on? There are 

considerable other developments in Peterborough and the surrounding area. I would strongly 

object to the increase in traffic.” 

  How small is small? Preferably none of the above. It is not necessary to build on Green land. 

Once built on, it is lost forever.  There are many other countries that have a starving population. 

The loss of any other agricultural land will only exacerbate this problem. 

 “Our villages are at danger of becoming an extension of Bretton/Peterborough, losing the integrity 

and definition of a village. Highly controlled limited development is all we can cope with.” 

 “Any development north of the bypass is wholly unacceptable.” 

 “Plenty of land elsewhere in Peterborough area where there are facilities to support growth in 

housing and population.” 

 “Preferably no further development, but if it has to happen, well away from the existing villages.” 



 The fact that I have answered this question does not mean that I am pro-development. I am very 

much against wholesale development around the village but accept that it is inevitable-sadly. 

 Every development limits the ability of villagers to walk anywhere. 

 Is the C in HCA a misnomer? As these options suggest less interest in retaining a true community 

and more about maximising profit - no doubt HCA won’t retain but will sell the land? 

 Just because HCA speculated in buying large tracts of land does not mean they should be allowed 

to ruin open countryside. 

 We believe that additional development within the village, or between the village and Sutton would 

put too much pressure on the village roads, resources and negatively impact the feel of the village 

(which is why we moved here!). 

 Village should not be lost within a township type development. 

 

Advice on location/form of development 

 

 “We would like to see the current village envelope largely maintained.” 

 “Would not favour housing development north of the bypass as this would dissect the village. 

Development of housing should not take place too close to the bypass because of pollution and 

noise. There was talk a few years ago regarding development on a site down Splash Lane but this 

is not raised here.” 

  The plot of land off Clay Lane, which has not been in use for 30 years, should be used for starter 

homes or bungalows for old people from the village. It was owned by Cadman homes. Why not 

compulsory purchase it? 

 Containing/limiting the spread of the current village envelope of properties must be our priority. 

Protecting the land to the south of the bypass is key at both ends of the villages. 

 We should fight all large-scale developments on Greenfield sites and allow small developments in 

keeping with the rural character. We are not a township. 

 A limited number of social housing, not one large settlement. 

 “Too much additional building within the villages would impinge on the ‘feel’ of the villages. A larger 

development nearby with at least some of its own facilities could become a ‘neighbour’ 

community.” 

 “Against options leading to increased traffic through villages–would rather any developments took 

place north of the bypass with separate access to bypass.” 

 “Demolish woodlands and build on the land vacated. The villages don’t need that many 

soccer/cricket pitches.” 

 “ We have to be prepared for some significant build up, but in a well managed scheme that 

remains set in a rural environment.” 

 “ Some housing developments may be inevitable. If big, it would be better if it were a ‘separate 

development.’ If small, it could be absorbed with or near our villages.” 

 “ It is important to keep the rural feel of the village as you enter either end of Peterborough Road.” 

 “ Any development should not result in us being physically connected to Peterborough. We must 

remain separated by open countryside.” 

 This is a village; it should not be enlarged by housing developments.  If new houses are required 

they should be on infill plots only. 

  Smaller housing estates do not work. If development is going ahead it needs to be completed in 

one go. 



 Please put all developments north of the village where it will develop into a new township with their 

own facilities, therefore retaining our own village. 

 Too many small houses will disrupt the infrastructure any development should be larger homes in 

small clusters. 

 My choice would be to preserve the Roman aspects but that is unrealistic. I have fears that new 

housing north of the bypass would be a separate village leading separate facilities and that 

housing south of the bypass would restrain access to Peterborough Road. 

 “ Some development is inevitable, but it would be a pity to absorb the villages into a much larger 

suburb, especially as ferry meadows and Milton estate effectively detach the villages from the city. 

However, they are developed.” 

 “ Limited further housing development is preferred but I realise that more housing is needed in the 

country so this is not an option. Privately owned housing is preferred rather than housing 

association stock.” 

 “Additional development would almost certainly require provision of additional school places 

(suggest in development north of villages include provision of new school.) 

 “I accept there will be new developments, but I’m gravely concerned about substantial extra traffic 

through our village streets. Therefore all options can only be north of the bypass.” 

 “ Increasing developments within the village puts an unsustainable strain on infrastructure. New 

self-contained development north of bypass is better.” 

 “Particularly concerned to have no development which could spoil existing local footpaths and 

bridleways and the Glebe field. There must be no presumption for development on land owned by 

HCA. Some private land could be more suitable than HCA land. Consideration should be given to 

Brownfield sites e.g. woodlands and former PCC Depot land.”   

 “I understand that over 6000 houses are needed in the Peterborough area. This is a township. Let 

it be separate from Castor and Ailsworth, north of the bypass.” 

 “No further development, but if we have to accept some housing, it must be north of the bypass!” 

 “I think development is inevitable so that’s the reason for my choices.” 

 “Any development should be small-scale and wholly within the existing village envelope. There are 

plenty of small sites, back garden developments and room to expand housing within the present 

village boundaries.” 

 “My first preference would be to preserve the current villages and create a new one to enable 

others to enjoy a village ambiance. However, this is only the case if there is pressure to build a lot 

more homes.” 

 “Build a new village with facilities north of the bypass.” 

 “Anything north of the bypass- no way! Because it would be built on ancient historical sites as well 

as being further away from the community.” 

 “We definitely need more bungalows for the elderly.” 

 “By small developments, I’m thinking of groups of no more than 8 dwellings. We also need more 

bungalows.” 

 “Only limited development continuing for years after will be best for future retention of our village 

identity.” 

 “We accept that more houses are needed nationally- sadly we cannot stop development although 

nationally there are lots of empty properties. One large development is better than creeping 

urbanization with infills.” 

 “Two or three small developments north of the bypass rather than three or four would be better but 

still our third option.” 



 “Prefer two smaller developments north of the bypass– one at the western end (Sutton Parish) and 

one at the eastern end (Castor Parish).” 

 “It makes common sense to build north of the bypass as it will have minimal impact on existing 

communities.” 

 “Anything north of the bypass should be developed as a separate entity to the existing villages i.e. 

not linked.” 

 “It is important that we accept some housing (limited) in the villages, but that the area south of the 

bypass largely retains its current shape and size.” 

 “We have to accept we have to have further housing development but embed it within the village 

as much as possible in small developments.” 

 “I would prefer no further housing development, but single developments within the villages is 

necessary to keep the villages alive.” 

 “With the current government policy on housing, both national and local, the danger of infilling 

small plots of land is that we will still be forced to have a major development in the future but we 

will have lost our pockets of Greenfield sites.” 

 “If we have a large single housing development north of the bypass it needs our local facilities i.e. 

primary school, shops, post office, community hall, children’s play area and social amenities.” 

 “Any development should be north of the bypass to minimise impact on the already busy village 

roads.” 

 “Need to keep some green spaces within villages.” 

 “I can see a need for further development in order to improve the facilities in our community. The 

village itself must remain a conservation area to preserve the special environment we enjoy living 

in.” 

 A mixture of new developments within the village and around the village-to broaden our own 

community and also to create a new community. 

 Several small housing developments are favourable to one large one-it is important that the area 

remains as villages rather than small towns. 

 All building plots should incorporate open spaces with green areas and trees, not like the 

Normangate development. 

 “It seems illogical that the council should necessarily concentrate on land owned by the HCA, 

which was originally acquired through the auspices of Peterborough Development Corporation for 

the Castor Township, which of course was scrapped post-1979. The land is in one of the most 

attractive parts of Peterborough and the council should concentrate its efforts in reaching a 

sensible agreement with other major landholders in the city, primarily O & H at Hampton. There are 

suggestions that O & H and Peterborough City Council are at loggerheads with each other on land 

south of the existing Hampton Township and areas approaching Haddon, which could result in the 

council’s five-year residential land supply being severely affected. Their arguments and therefore 

lack of progress in land supply, a large part of which is Brownfield, should not mean that the 

council opt for a simple solution in acquiring land held by government department. Equally, is the 

option of developing on HCA land just a simple way of the government generating cash? We all 

know that developers would be extremely keen to acquire land in this area and HCA most probably 

know that this land is likely to generate high capital values due to relatively high gross 

development value per acre.  This should, however, not set a precedent for land disposal above 

concentrating on other areas within the city boundary. Finally, there is a distinct lack of high-quality 

houses available within the Peterborough area for high-income earners who generally tend to be 

business owners and investors. Those parties wish to locate away from ‘estate’ type housing. 



Merely introducing vast swathes of new ‘developer’ style housing will push those parties further 

away from the city. ” 

 

Questions/comments re. Options 

 

 “ What will the size of one large housing development be? Will the three or four smaller 

developments have access to the bypass? Are there any amenities planned for north of the 

bypass?” 

 “These statements are not qualified. What does small mean? What does limited mean? Cannot 

evaluate without quantitative data.” 

  What does Limited further housing development actually mean? 

 

Question 3 

 

General views/advice on green measures 

 

 “Any new houses should be green, if residents are to take up green measures then it should be 

encouraged not condemned”  

 “Green measures are great, so long as they do not spoil the fabric of the village scene.” 

 “In principle I am in favour of ‘green’ measures but not if it means fields of wind turbines or solar 

panels.” 

 “Not sure how to reduce carbon footprint- some schemes in past have become non-viable e.g. 

solar farms.” 

 “Only green measures that are sensitive and compatible.” 

 “Green measures important but should not detract from visual appearance of conservation area.” 

  Green measures need to be sympathetic to this being an ancient village with conservation areas. 

Only integrated solar tiles should be installed. 

 Green measures such as PVC on rooflines cannot be superior to the character of the conservation 

area. 

  Location of these green measures should be carefully considered 

 Green measures to reduce our carbon footprint are important but must not be to the detriment of 

the village such as hideous solar panels. 

 All these above ground green measures are from someone with an invested interest. Geothermal 

heating would be a better solution. I hope we’re not having a wind farm. Hydrogen and geothermal 

is the way to go. 

 Green measures are fine but not within the conservation area! 

 

Ideas/wish list 

 

 “ Introduce a ‘walking school bus’ for the children who live in Castor and Ailsworth.” 

 “It would be good if there was more natural places.” 

 “A wide tree belt should be planted south of the bypass. This would help protect the villages from 

traffic noise and pollution, increase oxygen in the atmosphere and provide additional wildlife 

habitat and corridors.” 

 “I live in Silvester Road, Castor. There is a cut between here and Clay Lane, which has been 

closed. I understand if it has been opened to the public for more than 10 years it should not be 

closed.” 



 “Re-open the footpath from Silvester Road to Clay Lane.” 

 “Solar panel farm where the strawberries are, as a village resource rather than on individual 

roofs?” 

 

Solar panels? 

 

 “Whilst we think solar panels are a good idea, we feel that panels on the front of houses detract 

from the rural feel and should not happen in a conservation area.” 

 Solar panels are good. 

 New compatible green measures such as village-friendly solar panels. 

 “Solar panel farm on the field near Nene Overland.” 

 Not the solar panels they look horrible. 

 Solar panels on housing but would not like to see solar farms. 

 “Solar panels look ugly! I would never dream of having them on my house roof, even if I could save 

money.” 

 “ Against any solar farm developments in fields around the villages.” 

 “I want solar panels–but my husband says they are too expensive!” 

 Using farming land for solar panels is economic and environmental nonsense. Please stop doing it! 

  Solar panels in areas of low visual impact only. 

 Please no more solar panels, the ones we have are an eyesore as they are in a Roman village. 

 “Solar panels would spoil the visual appearance of the village and clash with the concept of a 

conservation area.” 

 “Solar panels are not in keeping with a village such as ours.” 

 “Solar panels should be better managed, regarding discrete positioning and type.” 

 “ Solar panels are ugly – other green measures need to be explored, such as solar glass etc.” 

 “ Careful consideration must be given when installing solar panels in a conservation area.  They 

have been used inappropriately in the past.” 

  I dislike the look of solar panels and Pylons spoil the look of the villages. 

  Would not like to see a solar farm or wind farm. 

  Some of the current solar panels within the villages do not enhance the feel of the place. 

  Limit solar panels to houses/buildings away from main views of the conservation areas. 

 “I’m happy with green measures but not solar panels.” 

 “I would not like to see solar panels in fields or agricultural land buildings only.” 

 “Re. the solar panels, if this is leaning towards fields of solar panels, I would point out that the 

construction and maintenance of them would be very damaging to the environment and far more 

suitable plots are available outside of the village boundaries.” 

 “Solar panels only on the roofs facing away from main road in conservation areas.” 

 “Solar panels are ugly and should not be allowed on areas of housing visible at street level.” 

 “Solar panels are ugly, we are in a conservation area.” 

 “Solar panels ruin the appearance of all houses. They should be placed out of sight. They’re ugly 

and ruin the character of areas.” 

 “Encouraging new green measures, yes. Fields of solar panels, no.” 

 “Solar panels integrated into buildings, yes, but not fields of solar panels.” 

 “Solar panels are an eyesore and arguable take 10+ years to recoup?”  

 “Solar panels should be considered but not detrimental to the ‘look’ of the villages, particularly in 

conservation areas.” 



 Solar panels already over many homes and spoil overall feel of the village. More care needed on 

positioning of panels.” 

 “Solar panels are so unsightly such as on Helpston Road. More policing/control of these should be 

within the design statement.” 

 “Solar panels are unsightly if not positioned sympathetically.” 

 “Would prefer solar farm to housing developments.” 

 

Conservation of countryside/wildlife/green areas 

 

 “ Protecting wildlife is important, but for developers to create new wildlife habitats, (for example 

tree planting), is not an adequate compensation for development.” 

 “Green areas must be preserved.” 

 Given Peterborough's claim to be creating an 'environmental capital' I think it's very important to 

put the preservation of local sites at the heart of all planning and to consider how new 

developments may affect such sites. 

 Highest priority is the protection of wildlife. 

 “Again, we should keep our green spaces.” 

 “We must keep all our green space, protect our wildlife and no solar panels!” 

 We love the green spaces/paddocks in and around the village and would be very disappointed to 

see them go 

 It is very important not to destroy beautiful scenic countryside that would be an asset to 

Peterborough as tourism and leisure.  

 Again, development will seriously affect the natural environment around the villages and 

surrounding countryside. Habitats will be lost and diversity will be adversely affected by 

development.  

 “We need to protect our environment and our identity and its values.” 

  “We are very lucky to live with green spaces within and outside our villages. We must do all we 

can to conserve them and to protect the wildlife of all kinds. Once gone, gone forever!” 

 “Castor Hanglands is a nationally important wildlife site and should be buffered against any 

development and excessive people pressure. ‘Clare country’ should be recognised as culturally 

important and protected.” 

 “ Protecting natural habitats is not just about the woodland, hedgerow or pond. The surroundings 

need to ensure they don’t impinge and reduce nature.” 

 “We live in a beautiful rural setting and enjoy the benefit of living here with access to larger towns 

and areas if we so choose.” 

 “Vital to maintain green spaces, especially if we have control, e.g. land owned by parish councils 

should not be built on.” 

 “Without the green areas within the village, it will feel much less rural.” 

 “All of the above are part of the existing ‘village way’ and supporting them ensures the village 

community will continue.” 

 

Re. development 

 

 “The new housing in castor has improved the village atmosphere and we still have plenty of 

greenery to enjoy.” 



 “People aspire to live in the villages to improve quality of life, not to have houses and 

developments around them ‘forcing’ them to move away.” 

 While maintaining green areas around the village is important I don't believe placing green space 

between current and new housing would be helpful in developing the community atmosphere. 

 Don't take agricultural land for building. 

 It is less a group of villages and more a township if every piece of green is seen as a building plot. 

 Current green spaces in the village are not utilised therefore will not be missed. 

 “If development is centred in one area, it may be more possible to preserve green areas around 

much of the villages.” 

 “The natural environment outside the village should be preserved but intrusive rules and 

regulations within the village envelope should be limited or, better still, left alone.” 

 “The protection of wildlife is far easier in a village with very limited development, which by its 

nature is not intrusive.” 

 “Do we become a suburb of Peterborough or do we retain our lovely walks and green spaces?” 

 “Development to the north of the bypass could incorporate improved access over the A47 via 

bridges to link up Castor Hanglands with the villages and through to ferry meadows.” 

 “ We have the opportunity to sponsor a radical scheme of Natural Countryside with villages for the 

benefit for Greater Peterborough.” 

 “I enjoy doing long walks from my home without the dangers of traffic and lots of people. I don’t 

want to change that.” 

 “Green areas are potentially a double edged sword. Prefer to see modest growth adjacent to 

existing development.” 

 “Green areas enhance our villages, but we shouldn’t encourage isolationism.” 

 “Concerned there is no reference in the questionnaire to public access in and around the villages. 

We consider footpaths and bridleways to be very important. Protecting the surroundings of Castor 

Hanglands, NNR and Castor floodmeadows, SSSI will be covered by national planning laws.” 

 

Question 4 

 

Tourism 

 

 “ A sensitive tourist strategy will help protect the villages and keep local businesses and buildings 

alive.” 

 “ We can both protect our historic buildings and sites and share them with others. We should 

continue to conserve our Roman and Anglo-Saxon heritage and promote it for limited tourism 

through information boards, guided walks etc- see the work of the St Kyneburgha Trust.” 

 “Important to maintain our buildings but not to encourage tourism (increased parking, traffic etc.)” 

 “Our heritage is extremely important to me. We should identify, protect and encourage visitors to 

come and learn about our heritage and why it is so important to retain it in its present surroundings 

as far as possible.” 

 “Promoting the historical importance of the area as tastefully as possible as a world heritage site.” 

 “Castor and Ailsworth are small, calm and peaceful villages– we didn’t choose to live in a tourist 

destination/attraction.” 

 “Continue to enforce conservation orders. Also parking issues for tourists.” 

 It is essential to preserve the history and character of this beautiful area and it must be preserved 

for light tourism otherwise the "scenic Nene valley" is on its way to being destroyed. 



 We have beautiful historic buildings and a Roman history. Plenty of ramblers, bikers and walkers 

pass through. 

 “It is very important to maintain the history of the villages for the locals and visitors to enjoy.” 

 “ The Church, the Roman history and historic pubs could attract visitors, which would bring money 

into village economy. Keep pub open. This would be valuable.” 

 “We do need to encourage tourists to come to the village to help keep our small businesses 

prosperous. Also, to maintain the values of the properties in the village.” 

 A Tourism shop is needed and other facilities such as a post office. 

  Why not promote the Roman sites more for tourism? 

 This could be our USP, attracting more income to the villages and the surrounding businesses. If it 

is an attractive place to visit, it can be added to e.g. the Stamford bus tours. 

 

Importance of preservation 

 

 “The villages should be preserved, as much as possible, as they now are.” 

 “The history, heart and soul of the villages are very important.” 

 “Would be a shame to lose our heritage and village life.” 

 “The historic buildings and sites give the villages that special feel.” 

 “The beautiful historical buildings are what give the village its unique charm.” 

 “We are lucky enough to have archaeological and historic sites within the villages and should 

always strive to protect and preserve.” 

 “Critically important.” 

 “All of the above serve to preserve/enhance our preferred character of the villages.” 

 “I feel that we have a moral obligation to maintain and preserve the history of Castor.” 

 “In future, only exceptionally good designs should be allowed. The soul of the village must be kept 

in terms of look and feel.” 

 “We have a lovely village (with the odd exception i.e. buildings not in keeping). Let’s try and retain 

this.” 

 “Protect and conserve Roman remains- very important.” 

 “Need to maintain the historic sense of the villages.” 

 “Historic buildings are the heart of the village.” 

 “Very important for future generations to enjoy our historic buildings etc.” 

 “Important to keep historic places.” 

 “The village has a lot of historic buildings yet a mix of housing. This balance makes it attractive to 

live in and attracts visitors.” 

 “We must protect, preserve and enhance our heritage.” 

 

Re. development 

 

i. Impacts from recent developments: 

 

 “Our historic village is beautiful- worried about some recent building work that isn’t so in keeping.” 

 “Castor and Ailsworth have already been disrupted with development that are not in keeping with 

the character of the village. This should stop.” 

 We must preserve the character of the village otherwise it will be lost. Both new housing 

developments are not in keeping with this character. 



 “The village design ‘envelope’ has been changed to accommodate multiple housing developments 

in the last 8 years. What is the point of having an envelope that gets changed when a planning 

application is made? Peterborough City Council told me it just gets changed as required!?” 

 “In the short time we have lived here, the new developments I have seen do not appear to be in 

keeping with the other village properties. I would also add that most ‘big’ new developments are 

developed by building companies intent on maximising houses with very small plots.” 

 “Berrystead development has brought a raft of problems to me who lives side-by-side with it, 

mainly daily dog excrement and very noisy neighbours. The peace and tranquillity of my garden 

has been shattered and I can no longer enjoy it.” 

 

ii. Concerns re. future developments: 

 “Expand the conservation area to include any potential new development.” 

 “We should not betray the history and beauty of our villages through reckless development.” 

 “There is already a village design statement in existence which was done several years ago- 

where does this fit in?” 

 “Local history is in danger of being lost in our villages by over-development.” 

  All the above helped to form the community as it is. Any deviation from the above would turn the 

village into a characterless faceless extension of the local townships. 

 

Wish list/Ideas 

 

 “Could woodlands be used as a heritage centre to exhibit and promote the history that surrounds 

us?” 

 “The Fitzwilliam arms– I can remember when it was a pub– its currently having problems. I hope it 

can reopen either as a restaurant or third pub in the village. The local archaeological walks in 

summer are excellent and could be offered much more widely/more regularly for visitors.” 

 “The church can look after itself and does not need any particular support from the village other 

than the parishioners that use it. The church commissioners sit on large landholdings throughout 

the UK and should be capable of looking after their own property.” 

 

Question 5 

 

Parking 

 

 “Better parking is required generally, although difficult to see where to put it. “ 

  Why destroy our fields for car parking? 

 “Better car parking yes- but where? No room in Main street; ditto around school.” 

 Better parking needed but not at the expense of green spaces and trees 

 “Surely promoting safe cycling/walking will improve parking around school and GP surgery.” 

 Safer parking at school required, however GP surgery not a problem. 

 Stocks Hill car parking is a nightmare. General parking is also bad on the main road. Delivery 

lorries park where they can. 

 “Cars parked near the corner of Church Hill junction are dangerous. It is hard for children/people 

walking and cyclists to see to cross the road near the green (around this T-junction) because of all 

the cars that park there.” 

 “Whilst improving car parking around the school and GP surgery is desirable, these are problems 

that only affect parts of the day hence is not essential.” 



  We have a school for local children so why the need for cars? 

 Why destroy our lanes and fields for car parking? 

 “Parking alongside Prince needs more attention.” 

 “The number and size of vehicles is affecting the environment within the villages, both through 

traffic and parking.” 

 Disabled people are unable to go up or down the footpath outside school due to the unthoughtful 

parking on this road. Stocks Hill and Peterborough Road is disgraceful! 

 “Encourage ‘school-run’ parents from outside the villages to share lifts/car share.” 

 “Just ban cars from school!” 

 Village school for village children only would cut parking problem. 

  Any increase in families attending the school will have an impact on parking and grass verges. 

 Parking around the school and church is awful when weddings are on. There are times when cars 

cannot get up stocks Hill. Also Church Hill, in front of the pharmacy, the verges are a mess. 

 School parking sometimes restricts access for larger vehicles for example emergency services and 

fuel deliveries. 

 There are plenty of places to park. 

 “ School parking– crazy, so dangerous. GP surgery oversubscribed with cars. Local people in both 

cases are partly to blame. “ 

 “School car parking continues to be an issue but is impossible to resolve unless the school is 

moved.” 

 “It is the drivers responsibility to park properly around the school/GP. We should encourage 

walking to school rather than mums using 4x4 vehicles.” 

 “Something definitely needs to be done about school car parking and GP surgery parking.” 

 The school parking is due to high numbers of children coming in from outside the village. Limit the 

size of the school and reduce outside children attending. 

 “School parking is a transient problem two times a day. Residents who leave their vehicles 

permanently on the road hinder surgery parking.” 

 We are concerned at the amount of cars parking on Church Hill to use the pharmacy, but without 

any consideration to residents who live there. Also there are vehicles parked along Church Hill at 

the corner all day long, which makes it dangerous for children and other people. 

 Stop parking on footpath by school on Stocks Hill.  Sometimes as many as six vehicles there, 

which prevents motor scooter and wheelchair users getting past. 

 “Reviewing possibility of re-housing shop and GP surgery together in new purpose-built 

development with car park. Castor allotments not used 100%.” 

 “People should walk or use bikes to get to the school and the GP surgery.” 

 Use part of the village green for parking. 

 “Better parking around Prince and chemist.” 

 “ I cannot see any way to improve parking around the surgery in its present location. It is 

hazardous to road users and pedestrians alike. It must be located at a site with off street parking 

and room for expansion of the health centre e.g. outside of the village housing area areas as 

Wansford Health Centre is.” 

 “Car parking for the school is a must. Living near the school, I try to get out of my drive in the 

morning, only to be blocked in by a parent of the schools car.” 

 “There is far too much parking on pavements– blocking pedestrian usage.” 

 “We don’t need better and safer parking, we need enforcement of current parking provisions.” 

 Part of the Village Green could be used for parking with no adverse affects to the village. 



 “We think an alternative site for the GP surgery should be found as car parking cannot be 

increased at its present location.” 

 We need double yellow lines up Stocks Hill. Stop parking on cut away near gate to church. This 

should be used as a pull in to allow cars to pass only. 

 

Footpaths/Cycle ways/Bridleways 

 

 “I feel we have sufficient footpaths etc, so long as they are maintained- I don’t think we need 

more.” 

  “We definitely need more and well-maintained cycle paths.” 

 “ Good existing footpaths/cycle ways. Support Peterborough Cycle West project to create route 

over Nene to Wansford. “ 

  Fully support the cycle West project. The other footpaths are not too bad for walking/cycling. The 

road network is fine. 

  Footpath between Sylvester Road and Clay Lane needs to be reinstated. 

 Cow Lane track/Clay Lane track- poor decision to change previous designation as bridleway to 

current by-way. Tyre tracks need attention. 

 We need cycle paths to be built into every new road scheme. 

 “A47 to Wansford is very dangerous for cyclists and no alternative available.” 

 We need a cycle way to Wansford along A47 or to Stamford. 

  Maybe the bridleways we have could be better maintained? 

 Need more cycle ways and bridal paths to the west of the villages. 

 “The footpath through the field at the bottom of Silvester Road should be reopened, as it is 

valuable access for the elderly to the shop, café and doctors.” 

 People are too lazy to walk to the local facilities. 

 “ The bridleway at the back of Silvester Road is not fit for use most of the year- deep ruts and 

overgrown. Only fit for farming use who also made it so rough it’s unfit for anybody else.” 

 “Cycle way to Wansford should be re-visited.” 

 “Our footpaths are fine, its just everyone likes to use their vehicle even when they could easily 

walk.”  

 “I’m not sure we need bridleways etc as an ‘alternative’ to car travel but would be a welcome 

extra.” 

 “Footpaths and bridleways okay. Better cycle ways needed.” 

 “Maintain footpaths better.” 

 Encourage more "non-car" alternative is to travel to, from and within the villages. 

 

Speed limits 

 

i. Loves Hill 

 “Question the need for a 30 mph at the top of Loves Hill. 40 mph would be fine.” 

 “Speed limit on Loves Hill Road should be 40 mph and not 30 mph.” 

 “Loves Hill should not be 30mph. It should be 40mph.” 

 “ 20 mph zone and 30 mph zone is appropriate, but not from Loves Hill to A47. 30 mph is ludicrous 

and not needed.” 

 “ 30 mph on Loves Hill is unnecessary. 40 mph is fine.” 



 “ I feel that the speed is not adhered to on Loves Hill and is dangerous for access/exit on Mill 

Lane.” 

 “ Speed limit behind Loves Hill is too restrictive. Many people overtake cars now, as 30 mph is too 

slow. “ 

 “ I cannot understand a 30 mph limit between Loves Hill and the bypass.”  

  The speed limit on Love’s hill to the bypass is too slow, needs to be reinstated to 40mph. 

 “ 30 mph limit on the road from Loves Hill to bypass is too slow. 40mph would be better.” 

 “ Speed limit on Loves Hill is too low at 30 mph and is ignored. It should be 40 mph.” 

 “Loves Hill 30 mph should be 40 mph.” 

 “The 30 mph along Loves Hill does not work. If it had gone from 60 to 40 mph it might have been 

more successful.” 

 “ The top of Loves Hill should be raised from 30 mph to at least 40.” 

 “The 30mph after Loves Hill is unnecessary. Should be 40 or 50.”  

 “Speed limits on Loves Hill to bypass should be 40 mph.” 

 “30 mph on Loves Hill is ridiculous.” 

 “The top of Peterborough Road above Loves Hill should be 40 mph not 30mph.” 

 “I’m not sure many keep to the speed limits- especially on Loves Hill.” 

 “ Current new 30 mph at top of Loves Hill is unnecessary, 40 preferred.”  

 “At the top of the hill, increase speed limit to 40mph.” 

 “Speed limits are fine except for the ridiculous 30mph between Loves Hill and the A47. This would 

only make sense if the road was through a residential area i.e. develop the fields next to the road.” 

 “I would like to draw your attention to the 30 mph limit on Peterborough Road leaving Loves Hill 

towards the A47– it is not a built up area, therefore make it 40 mph.” 

 “The speed limit in the village is spot-on, but the speed limit on the straight on top of Loves Hill 

should be 40 mph. The 30 mph is stupid.” 

 

ii. School zone 

 “Harm to have 20 mph through build up roads” 

 “ 20 mph should only operate during school hours.”  

 “The 20mph is not working and not enforced. It should be school hours only. “ 

 20 mph section should be school time only. 

 “20mph limit near school should be during school hours only and not a permanent feature. Car 

park for school needed or parking restrictions near school.” 

 “The villages already have a high level of traffic. The 20 mph zone should only be in use during 

school times and the 30 mph zone on Loves Hill needs to be enforced better.” 

 “20mph should only be in place when flashing lights are showing.” 

 “ 20 mph speed limit should only apply at ‘school times’. Parking at school problem needs a 

solution.” 

  20 mph speed limit should be during school traffic hours only. 

 

iii. General 

 The traffic calming measures are rubbish and the speed limit should be reduced to 20 mph 

everywhere.” 

 Speeding within the village remains a major problem. Further traffic calming measures are needed. 

Peterborough Road speeds regularly exceed 50 mph in all 30 mph zones. 



 I agree with the speed limits but still find many motorists ignore the 20 mph limit by the school and 

also speed up and down Castor Hill. 

 “The speed limits are about right (if observed.) Station Road, Ailsworth should have speed bumps- 

some individuals think it is a racetrack.” 

 20mph throughout the village and reduce street signs. 

 Living on the main road, the young boys on motorbikes speeding are a danger to all. 

 Law enforcement to control certain areas i.e. speeding should be 20 mph throughout the village 

including Station Road. 

  The whole village should be kept to 20 mph, 20 is plenty! 

 Existing speed limits do not always work. 

 . We are forced to crawl past the school to the Fitzwilliam Arms yet cars hurtle down Loves Hill and 

the Helpston Road! 

 The villages should be 20 miles an hour and enforced. 

 “Poor enforcement of speeding issues.” 

 “Locals speeding through the village is getting worse.” 

 “Many villagers do not adhere to the speed limits. The lower speeds make it safe for our elderly 

and the young too.” 

 “ More should be done to slow traffic down between the Royal Oak and Loves Hill. Speed is 

regularly excessive on this stretch. Also, something must be done about school parking. It is 

perilously dangerous.” 

 “Cars are going too fast through the village.” 

 “Given the number of young children, elderly and horse traffic, I think 20mph between Water Lane 

and Station Road would be better.” 

 “The problem is enforcement of speed limits. I estimate 50% of vehicles on Loves Hill are 

speeding.” 

 “Too much speeding in the village especially when taking children to school. Cycling through 

village can be dangerous due to inconsiderate drivers.”  

 “Too many vehicles ignore the speed limits.” 

 “Personally, working from home and also commuting to London and Cambridge, I am always quite 

shocked by the amount of traffic during the day in the village. I would also add the 30mph limit is 

frequently ignored by 50% of traffic.” 

 “I would suggest that we use the system that says ‘thank you’ to people who keep within the 

existing speed limits.” 

 “20mph limits are required on the main road through our villages and on Station Road which is a 

designated quiet lane.” 

 

Bus service 

 

 “Bus service is efficient and reliable but only hourly and no service on Sundays.” 

 “There is no bus service between 7:45 AM and 9:15 AM. Therefore why would anyone use it as an 

alternative to car for commuting?” 

  Would be good to have a bus direct to Bretton centre and hospital. 

 “ Bring back the Sunday bus service and the bus service to Bretton Centre and City Hospital.” 

 “We need better bus services to include evenings and Sundays.”  

 “We have a good bus service for a village, this must be retained.”  



 “Need a better bus service to Bretton and Peterborough station and an occasional evening service 

to Peterborough for access to theatres and cinemas.” 

 “My son needs the bus to get around and finds the present service very restricting.”  

 Better bus links to city hospital 

 Bus services are about right but need later buses. 

 “Bus transport to the hospital.” 

 “A Sunday bus service and a night bus service (after 6pm) would be useful.” 

 1 bus p/hr is sufficient but later services would be better. 

 “Bus service is adequate.”  

 “Later bus service required.” 

  “Need bus service to Bretton and Brotherhood.” 

 Current bus service is good but full so added services would be required to cope with additional 

volume. 

 

Traffic calming 

 

 “We feel that the speed limits etc, are about right but we need more traffic calming (Main Road and 

Helpston Road, Ailsworth).” 

 “ Speed limits okay, but traffic calming poorly planned.” 

  We should look at more innovative ways of traffic calming on side roads for example Main Street 

Ailsworth is too fast. 

 Speed bumps such as those in Barnack are required to slow down traffic.  

 Traffic calming is adequate but very badly designed, even to the point of being dangerous 

travelling toward Peterborough in area of Royal Oak/School. 

 Traffic has increased greatly so get rid of traffic calming and change to 20 mph. 

  It would be safer if we give way to Stocks Hill traffic, like at Thorolds way. This would slow down 

traffic into the village. 

 Traffic calming is unsafe in Ailsworth at the T-junctions. 

 “Speed limits and traffic calming: the arrangement of these is very poor– very few motorists seem 

to observe the speed limit and most of the chicanes along Peterborough Road needs removing. 

Stricter control of the traffic speed would do away with the need for chicanes.” 

 “Some traffic calming would be beneficial on Station Road.” 

 “ Traffic calming and junction near Prince of Wales is dangerous at present– cars on wrong side of 

road. “ 

 “Helpston Road needs traffic calming and better speed notices.” 

 “ Some form of safety measures around the green due to vehicles that are speeding.” 

 “ Build out at school field is blind, should be opposite side of road.” 

 “The traffic calming is appalling as it encourages drivers to drive into oncoming traffic and it is 

dangerous, particularly for cyclists. The Thorold’s Way junction is dangerous and should be 

returned to the way it was/a T junction.” 

 “Traffic calming through the village should be changed– dangerous at junctions!” 

 “There has to be traffic calming where it is needed most- the school junction, especially from the 

eastern direction.” 

 “ I feel that traffic calming measures would be appropriate on the stretch of road between Loves 

Hill and Ferry Meadows entrance. Drivers frequently speed along there despite the signs.” 



 “Speeding through the villages is getting progressively worse at certain times. Build-outs are 

counter-productive as they frustrate drivers who then increase their speed or ignore them.” 

 “I feel strongly that the village entrance via Helpston Road should have traffic calming measures. 

There are pedestrians, horses and cyclists and no pavement. Cars speed into the village, 

impacting on the residents.” 

 “Far too many traffic calming measures, total waste of my money.” 

 

Broadband/mobile phone coverage 

 

 “Broadband could be better and mobile coverage is poor.” 

 “Mobile phone coverage is very poor.” 

 My 4g cover is rubbish. 

 Broadband is rubbish on Stocks Hill 

 “Broadband and mobile coverage is rubbish.” 

 “Support provision of unbundled broadband services to break monopoly that BT currently enjoys 

over villages.” 

 “ Vodafone coverage is poor.” 

  Depending on network, O2 is not a good service. 

 “Broadband could be improved.” 

 “ Certain networks are better than others.” 

 “Mobile phone signal is awful.” 

 “Although broadband coverage is good, it is often slow.” 

 Mobile and broadband is far from satisfactory.  

 “Mobile phone depends on service provider e.g. Vodafone reception is poor.”  

 “We were with virgin, broadband was very poor. Changed to BT and it has improved, but still not 

very good. We need cable in the village. Mobile phone reception is useless– we have to go outside 

to make a call on a mobile.” 

 “High-speed broadband is too expensive.” 

 The mobile phone coverage is adequate-a new mast is not required. 

 “Very poor O2 signal in village.” 

 “Often mobile calls dropout with little or no signal.” 

 “Phone coverage needs improving.” 

 “My daughter is on O2 and when visiting us, cannot use her mobile phone!” 

 “Mobile phone coverage is almost non existent.” 

 “No signal for mobiles at all.” 

 “Mobile phone signal will limit home working in the future and needs to be addressed.” 

 

Re. development 

 

  Apart from limited, infill developments in the villages, the road structure would be overwhelmed. 

Any major developments must have access to the present bypass.” 

 “In the 12 years I have owned a horse, the traffic has noticeably increased, travelling far too fast 

and no thoughts to children, elderly, or animals. This can only get worse with more housing.” 

 Better traffic management in the vicinity of the school is needed now, and improvements will be 

needed if more housing results in a busier school.” 

 



General comments 

 

 “Suggest restricted access at each end of the villages only. Road surface is poor.” 

  Improved maintenance of verges and road surfaces. 

 “Need improved road signs to reduce number of lost HGVs coming into the village.”  

 

Question 6 

 

Wish list/ideas 

 

i. General 

 

 “A post office would be helpful. The Woodlands lack of use is not resourceful and needs resolving. 

School car parking needs a solution.” 

 “A swimming pool, gym would be a great asset. The pubs at the moment are unsupported as the 

drinking culture has changed. 

 Skate park. 

 “ We should try and retain all our important facilities but for some– Fitzwilliam arms/woodlands etc- 

the decisions are not ours to make. Having a post office would be good– but is it feasible?” 

 “ The school needs parking to stop the road being blocked every school day. The footpath, which 

is closed after being open for 30+ years, should be reopened so children have safe access to play 

area.” 

 “ There is a shortage of facilities– an ATM. Having to drive to Sainsbury’s to get cash out can be 

annoying as well as not environmentally friendly.” 

 A Skate Park of maybe a football club. 

 Cricket club currently in unsuitable site. Woodlands should include cricket, tennis club, outdoor 

bowls and health centre. 

 A purpose built health centre that incorporates Ailsworth dental practice. 

 Need a skate park 

 Too much central initiative-let people build their own clubs. School site is too small it should move 

to larger premises. 

 GP surgery must be relocated to a site with off street parking -essential. 

 Skate park with floodlights. 

  This village is lacking a clean shop with regular opening times but could improve and restaurant is 

missed. 

 Need a nice restaurant a skate park and a cash machine. 

 A community run shop could be good. 

  The Fitzwilliam Arms needs to be a Gastro pub and more food biased. 

 The Prince needs an overhaul. 

 A better bus service, which went directly to Bretton Centre, would help the elderly and non-drivers. 

 “Castor lacks a restaurant and a decent shop.” 

 “In the vicinity of the school, significant steps need to be taken to control parking, including reading 

lessons for drivers/parents! Better public transport into Peterborough would work.” 

 “To get cash out you need a car- not convenient.” 

 “Indoor swimming pool.” 

 “The royal oak needs friendlier landlords.” 



 Fish and chip shop, oriental food takeaway. Utilise Woodlands for young and old clubs. 

 “ In my late middle age, I foresee being stuck in castor if I cannot drive in my old age– like many 

older people are. The bus service is poor. There is little to do for older and young people, other 

than the pub. A car for transport is essential at present for villagers.” 

 “ We would benefit from a post office, particularly for those without transport. No one wants a skate 

park on his or her doorstep. Facilities for the elderly are very important.” 

 “The church should be included on this list. Re. woodlands– access remains poor. Re. village hall 

– a purpose-built hall would promote wider usage especially among young people.” 

 “ GP surgery should now be a larger medical centre and re-housed.”  

 Primary school could be moved as existing site difficult to expand further. 

 “GP surgery needs better leadership and should be relocated to more suitable premises. A GP 

surgery with prescription dispensing would mean pharmacy not needed.” 

 “Surgery and pharmacy would be better co-located, as both are inappropriately sited and cause 

traffic problems.” 

 Need ATM. 

  Castor really needs to look at itself and come into the modern world. 

 

 

ii. Post office/shop 

 

 “ Would be nice to incorporate post office in a pub or another village amenity.” 

 Would like to see an improved village store, which offered healthier fresh food and supported the 

needs of the village. 

 “ Post office and a quality village shop. The current offering is not of sufficient quality.” 

 “Post office not really needed as long as the shop can be used as a collection point for parcels.” 

 “ Support provision of post office services within village shop.” 

 “Post office facilities could be accommodated within an expanded general store.” 

 A post office would be necessary for an ageing population, not to mention local eBay traders.  

 “Shop desperately requires modernisation and development. At present its appearance is a 

letdown. A deli/improved village store/post office would be a great improvement.” 

 “Post office at Helpston is open very long hours but only any good if you have a car. We could 

have a combined café and post office, or pub and post office. Youth club play areas are good.” 

 “The village shop should be modernised to include the post office. 

 “Developed shop/post office is needed (e.g. Helpston/Alwalton/Wansford style). Youth club and a 

small skate park located at Ailsworth recreation ground would keep the youngsters occupied.” 

 We need a better village shop with fresh groceries and meat and a post office. 

 “The shop is in need of renovation and the house next to it is a disgrace.” 

 “The village shop is a mess and I’m surprised the Parish Council hasn’t said anything about it and 

the house she owns next-door.” 

 “Post office is badly needed.” 

 “ Post office services require a visit to Bretton Centre or Peterborough.” 

 “Post office would be handy. Maybe it could be part of the pub/café.” 

 “The village shop needs an urgent upgrade in keeping with the village.”  

 “Local post office would be a bonus, particularly for those who rely on buses. Reasonable facilities 

and access to clubs for elderly already exist.” 

 “Post office- need area to drop off parcels.” 



 “We need a post office- saves me from going into town.  

 “A post office would be a valuable addition.” 

 “There should definitely be a post office in the village. Sutton and Upton would benefit from this 

also. This is essential for those without transport.” 

 “We should have a post office!” 

 “A post office would be useful but not essential.” 

 “Post office needed.” 

 “Post office needed, in one of the pubs maybe?” 

 “Smaller villages than ours have part-time post offices in various public buildings.” 

 A post office and lottery outlet would be good. 

 “We had a post office– do people use other facilities for post? Use them all lose them?” 

 “Post office. Better maintained shop.” 

 “ The village shop is an eyesore and needs renovating.” 

 “ The general store and the house next door are an eyesore. I support the existence of a local 

store to support non-car users and elderly but not in its current guise.” 

 “With the lack of public transport, a post office is a necessity for the elderly.” 

 “ A Post Office facility would be very helpful for the large number of OAPs in the villages to collect 

their pensions. As well as the rest of us being able to post parcels etc.” 

 “ A post office would be useful and maybe could be added to the local shop. “ 

 “I would like to see a proper village store.” 

 “Village shop needs updating and more fresh produce.” 

 “ Post office would be helpful.” 

 “There needs to be a proper general store and Post Office. No comments on the state of the 

existing paper shop.” 

 

 

iii. Woodlands 

 

 “Woodlands site should be developed as a primary school and a swap made with the existing site. 

Convert the existing into a medical centre and old peoples day centre.” 

 “ It would make sense if the tennis club moved to Woodlands, thus making full use of the sports 

centre.” 

  I think it is a shame that a place like Woodlands has been empty for 10 years. It should be the 

villages ‘new school or at least the Village Hall and the Bowling Green restored. 

 Woodlands could become a care centre. We need a place to end out years. Barnack is building a 

care home.  

 Develop accommodation for elderly villagers with residential warden- possible on part of 

Woodlands land. 

 The Woodlands sports centre is such a fabulous facility it makes no sense to have this resource 

sitting redundant in a central part of the village. 

 Woodlands Sports Centre could have a change of use to a care home or similar for the older 

residents. Other villages have, so why not Castor? 

 “Develop Woodlands to be a multi-purpose centre for the young and old- make it affordable not 

stupid prices.” 

 “Woodlands would make an ideal school if the villages expand, complete with full parking and 

facilities. This could also provide facilities for both young and old.” 



 “ Woodlands should be demolished and the land put to more appropriate use– do villages need 

that many soccer/cricket pitches? Could the general store act as a hub for the collection/delivery of 

parcels?” 

 Woodlands could be used by the schools GP surgery and other clubs/societies. Although this 

would increase traffic in Splash Lane. 

 Remember we are a village not a town. The village should not be tempted to take over Woodlands. 

With its high running costs we will not be able to afford it! 

 Woodlands to be converted into nursing home plus sheltered housing for the elderly. Would love a 

centre for use and for elderly residents but if Woodlands was a Sports Centre it would be a great 

solution. 

 “If Woodlands were open, it would promote the facilities in the village; tennis, bowls, cricket, 

meeting place etc. We do lack a decent shop and post office.” 

 “If Woodlands could be brought back into use, there is less need for the village hall and further 

amenities could be run from Woodlands e.g. food/restaurant, small shops.” 

 “We should return Woodlands to farmland under Nene Park Trust. Full use should only be sports.” 

 “We should definitely bring Woodlands Sports Centre into full use for villagers.” 

 

iv. Fitzwilliam Arms 

 

 “Bring pressure on Milton to move on with Fitzwilliam arms. Do they care about the village?” 

 “I hope to see the Fitzwilliam Arms open soon.” 

 “Unsure about Fitzwilliam Arms- it needs to be brought back into use, but not necessarily as a 

restaurant (sorry, I’m biased!) Support/encouragement/funding is required to improve shop.” 

 “Would very much like to see a restaurant in the Fitzwilliam Arms building once again.” 

 “The Fitzwilliam Arms has become a white elephant.” 

  “I would like to see the landlord of Fitzwilliam arms actively seek a tenant.” 

 Fitzwilliam Arms could be a family friendly restaurant. 

 

Supporting the young/elderly 

 

  As for the young, there is definitely a need for more facilities, as there are more children in the 

village than ever before! Kings Cliffe has a good example of a Skate Park, which is just a couple of 

ramps. The recreation ground is no longer sufficient for the scope of the age ranges living here. 

 There should be facilities for young and old together at Woodlands, supporting and understanding 

each other- don’t create us and them 

 Some form of sheltered accommodation for the elderly. 

 “We need a skate park. The skate park would stop youths terrorizing people in the village.” 

 Elderly people- village run home service. 

 A skateboard park is much longed for by young people. 

 Need more for young people. Why didn't they get a skate park? 

 Youth opportunities are terrible and Scouts doesn't cover the need for activities for others who 

would prefer a more general Youth club. 

 The community should support the requirements of all young and old and meet their needs. 

 We strongly agree with bringing Woodlands to full use only if it were to be used as a care home for 

the elderly residents in the villages for many years. 



  Elderly and young need better access to Woodlands for example could help both ends of the age 

spectrum, social and sports wise. 

 A football ground for young people. 

 Youth club and discos. 

 A skate park. 

 “ I do support the idea of a skate park. (I’d like to see what Kings Cliffe have got).” 

 “Croquet and bridge clubs, social clubs for both elderly and teenagers. Village choir and/or 

music/drama group for 16-40 year olds.” 

 Young people have been asking for a skate/boarding facility for so long, it should be provided. 

There is so little for teens to do here.  

 “Facilities for elderly are quite good (could be better). Facilities for young people seem limited.” 

 “Whilst it is desirable to have more facilities for both the elderly and the young, it does require more 

volunteers.” 

 “ More frequent buses, including evening services would improve transport for elderly and young 

(and the rest of us).” 

 “The young and elderly have some facilities but perhaps if Woodlands was reopened, more could 

be incorporated for them.” 

 “Develop Woodlands for young people in the villages i.e. swimming pool, gym club, social meeting 

room, football, cricket, athletics training, cinema, dance studio.” 

 “I feel we do need a post office back in our village. It would be good for both young people and the 

elderly to have something to do at the Woodlands centre.”  

 “Woodlands should be converted to accommodation and facilities for the elderly.” 

 The tennis club is private not community owned. There is nothing for young people to do between 

the ages of 11 to 18. 

 Build a Skate Park, get some grass football goals and a new cricket pavilion. 

 Youth club/more activities after school or during school hours for under 5s in the village. More get-

togethers for elderly. 

 We need a skate park or maybe a football club. 

 Skate park with floodlights. 

 We need a skate park.  

 The skate park 

  I believe a Youth Club could help. Also let the young help at an elderly event and we can help 

both generations. 

 Woodlands could also be used by the youth of the village as a social and sports centre. 

 “Perhaps Woodlands could incorporate some use for elderly.” 

 “A post office for elderly people required. Open Woodlands and there’s something for young 

people.” 

 “A post office would be useful, especially for the older residents. A youth club and sports facilities 

needed for young people.” 

 “The old should have more provision for their later life. Enough stuff for the young folk already.” 

 “Young people should be encouraged to use the existing facilities-particularly when Woodlands is 

brought into use.” 

 “The elderly are more than adequately catered for. The young need the assistance.” 

 “Post office would be helpful. Young people seem not to be considered in the village.” 

 “Play parks could be better for children- cater more for young children at the moment. Youth club- 

bring it back.” 



 “ Start a cycling club for children of all ages. Build an indoor swimming pool at Woodlands.” 

 “Full use at Woodlands- yes- that depends on what it will become- ideally a care home/old peoples 

home/retirement home. “ 

 “A small residential nursing home for villagers to move into would be beneficial to those not 

wanting to move out the village when care becomes necessary.” 

 “ We need to ensure older residents, (particularly as many are non-car uses), are catered for in the 

village. We need to involve young people in decisions on the provision of facilities for them in the 

village, to engage their interest and respect for these special villages.” 

 “A post office would be useful. Nice to have the youth club back, and/or a drop-in café for 

youngsters.” 

 “Day centre type support for elderly- hot meals. Dental surgery is a valuable asset too.” 

 

Re. development/expansion of facilities 

 

 We will never be able to get a post office– too little need. There are good post office facilities at 

Wansford and how much do those get used? New development could have post office I assume 

and GPs surgery.” 

 “If there is a new development, we will need a bigger, new school-perhaps woodlands- plenty of 

parking and land.” 

 “As a smallish village, the facilities are excellent for villagers in my opinion. However, increase in 

residents would only stretch these facilities and drive further competition to the possible detriment 

of local free owned businesses.” 

 “This is a village, not a town.” 

 “Re. facilities for elderly and young people, it would depend on what facilities. Some would be 

more suited to urban areas e.g. skateboard park.” 

 “It does appear that helping young people with special areas, i.e. recreation ground, leads to more 

antisocial behaviour- breaking branches of trees, throwing litter around including broken glass etc.” 

 

Happy with existing facilities 

 

 “We are very lucky with our facilities and are not far from Bretton with lots more!” 

 “ Not sure what additional facilities the elderly need (I am an OAP). Two parks are sufficient.”  

 “Whilst it would be convenient to have a post office I suspect that it would not be financially viable. 

It is not far to post office at Wansford or Bretton.” 

  “ You need to include the recreation ground on Station Road as an important facility. This is dog’s 

best walk and I fly RC models on it… Very important.” 

 “There is plenty to do it if people, young and old, have an active mind and attitude.” 

 We have an excellent 'evergreen' club that has an important 'pastoral' network. 

 “General facilities are ok.” 

 “My opinion is that existing facilities should be supported.” 

 “The allotments and children’s playgrounds are also very important.” 

 “ We have a very successful evergreen club every other week in the village hall. We have a good 

cricket club and tennis club and a small park for very young children.” 

 So long as older people feel welcome at village events and groups as they are now, I don't think 

more facilities are needed. 

 



Question 7 

 

For small businesses 

 

 “The only way we can keep youngsters within the community is to provide employment (and 

affordable housing) opportunities.” 

 “Small businesses should be supported. Appropriate access needs to be in place though.” 

 “We need people and businesses to sustain a village otherwise it becomes just a dull, dying 

environment”  

 “The development of a village hub on Vogal site with office facilities, storage facilities and 

opportunity for existing businesses to develop would be welcome or within new housing area” 

 “As long as it is sympathetic to the village- not noisy, polluting, or with a large number of cars 

entering/exiting to the village.” 

 “A thriving community requires small businesses- a light industrial estate is essential.” 

 “ Many successful business people choose consultancy and freelancing and work from home 

office. Improved broadband has helped successful pubs, restaurants, village shop of quality and 

post office would do more. Small artistic workshops and food production would be good.” 

 “ The opportunity to work in your local community contributes to the sense of thriving villages, 

rather than dormitory suburbs.” 

 “I agree but web-based or perhaps craft/interest based. The latter two would bring in visitors and 

income for pubs, café and shop.” 

 “ Most people travel away to work or work at home. But why not have a few more jobs within the 

village?” 

 “ Small businesses i.e. a butchers/greengrocer for those without a car/the elderly. Boutiques, like in 

Wansford, will bring people into the village who can then stop for a pub lunch or use the corner 

shop/café.” 

 “Integrating business premises such as Castor barns using existing buildings and renovations is an 

excellent example.” 

 “Promote Vogal building as a doctors surgery and/or small building units.” 

 “We seem to have a good mix of small enterprises at present from Nene Overland to Hurfords, 

Vogal etc. More of this type should be encouraged.” 

 “Business and employment helps promote a thriving community. I do not want to see the village 

become a complete dormitory to Peterborough.” 

 “Castor Barns is a very good example of local buildings being used by local businesses.” 

 Small enterprise and niche cottage businesses should be greatly encouraged. 

 

Against small businesses 

 

 “Surely Peterborough should be focus of employment.” 

 “We are a village, not an industrial estate.” 

  Bringing these in would make the village expand which is what we do not want. 

 The current amount of business is about right. The villages are residential by nature so we should 

not change that. 

 “We already have residential properties running businesses that look unsightly with skips outside 

and rubbish. Total eyesore. So no to small businesses.” 



 Suggest this is more appropriate to whatever new communities emerge hopefully north of the 

bypass.  

  

 Why should we create more employment? Everyone is used to working outside of the village. 

Creating employment would create industry which is the last thin the village needs. 

 There are plenty of unused warehouses/workshop units in Orton that are not used. We don’t need 

them here. 

 “The definition of small business is not clear and will depend on the traffic implication.” 

 “Peterborough is a major city and businesses should be based in the city.” 

 “What is a ‘small business’? Small could get larger and become a problem with road links and 

traffic.” 

 “The city of Peterborough is 3 miles away. This is a residential area not an industrial site.” 

 “More businesses may bring more traffic to the village.” 

 “We have businesses and many self-employed people. Any business must be rural industry or 

office based in our converted barns.” 

 “Castor and Ailsworth villages have managed to grow and develop over the years without the need 

or requirement of large industrial estates.” 

 “I feel the mix of businesses we have at the moment is good.” 

 “Not sure as this would increase traffic.” 

 “Where would we create more businesses? Other than a business being run from the kitchen 

table, there are little opportunities and an industrial area is like to be unwelcomed.” 

 “Good to increase employment but businesses should be limited.” 

 We live in a village for peace and quiet. Why would you want to encourage businesses here and 

increase traffic and parking issues? 

 There are enough small businesses and too much competition would be detrimental to them. 

 

Requirements/things to consider re. businesses in village 

 

 “Limited availability unless work from home. Space business units would attract employment to 

village” 

 “ Good idea but parking and bus facilities needed to and from villages around.” 

 Small businesses should either be run from home or involve local inhabitants. 

 Not enough car parking facilities presently so why bring in more traffic? Manage the Woodlands 

properly- sports centre, bar, restaurant etc… 

 “A lot of self employed people work in the village hence the need for good broadband and phone 

reception.” 

 “I agree it would be good but location would be all and transport links/parking for those working in 

the businesses would need to be well thought out.” 

 Perhaps part of HCA land along Helpston Road could be designated for small business units. 

 Only if sympathetic. Maintain all local villages on the Westside of Peterborough for a leisure 

country offer for the city. 

 The Woodlands reopening as some sort of community Centre/sports centre/care home would bring 

employment opportunity into the village. 

 “ Any business coming to the village should operate in existing buildings, i.e. Castor Barns.” 

 “Depends on the type of business and employment.” 

 Should not become an industrial zone, cottage industries are okay. 



 “ Agree with small business and employment opportunity, however I think there is a balance to be 

struck in terms of not destroying the feel and character of the villages.” 

 “I have no problem with businesses setting up in the area but why do we need to encourage it?” 

 “ We agree, but to a modicum.” 

 “ Small businesses encourage other facilities. However, careful what you wish for. Do not need a 

light industrial site.” 

 “A conversion of woodlands for elderly would present job opportunities useful to the community.” 

 “Good to see the Castor Barns offices.” 

 “There seem to be a large number of small businesses operating successfully from the villages. 

Perhaps they would suffer with growth e.g. the mobile fish and chip van if a shop was built within 

the bigger planning developments.” 

 Small businesses might have a better chance of surviving if the rent set by the Milton estate were 

not so high e.g. Castor barns. 

 We need a skate park and people will need to keep it clean. 

 

Question 8 

 

Importance of conservation areas 

 

 “Conservation areas are very important and housing should be consistent with previous planning 

rules that have affected past developments/conversions.” 

 Extend existing conservation area…with what? Fake stone-houses? Conserve, do not extend. 

Build new housing separately. 

 “A mixed village is very desirable. Stone built houses are key to maintaining the village 

atmosphere.” 

 “Maintain conservation area.” 

  Conservation area should be extended to include a greenbelt. 

 

Supporting locals/young people/low-cost housing 

 

 “The community will not thrive without low cost housing.”  

 “Affordable housing (to buy or rent) should be made available for local youngsters. Such housing 

should be spread throughout the new build areas, not built separately in a specified area.” 

 Skate park is needed. 

 “Lower cost housing and rentals for people from the villages- no point building and then giving 

houses to outsiders when our kids need homes.” 

 Skate park. 

 We need cheaper housing 

 We have sufficient housing in the £800,000 plus range. But sadly lack affordable homes so that the 

young of our community can continue to bring up the families within the village. 

 Low-cost housing to buy within our community should be for people who have a connection to the 

village. 

 We need to get a couple more things for young people to do in their spare time 

 Low-cost housing should be available for local people who have grown up in the area and wish to 

buy rather than rent. 



 The housing in the village needs to be mixed. We already have lots of houses suitable for the 

elderly. Family homes are much more relevant and help support our lively community. 

 We have been sold down the river in the past when developers have promised homes for the 

children of the village, which of course did not materialise. 

 “If our children wish to stay here we need appropriate, in keeping, housing and flats at low 

prices/rents.” 

 We already have a large number of bungalows and one-storey properties for older people. Further 

development should include a proportion of affordable housing. 

 “We need more lower cost housing to buy and rent, so that young people can continue to live in 

the villages when they marry and have their own families.” 

  We need homes for the children of the villages to ensure we do not become a bunch of strangers, 

just here for the postcode. 

 “ Housing development, whether rented or owner occupied, must ensure that living in these 

villages is an option and not just for higher income groups. There should be a limit on the number 

of large high cost houses built.” 

 “Not sure of current extent of conservation area or what it means. Feel strongly that low cost 

housing for sale or rent should be restricted to village residents.” 

  As long as the housing is for the people and the children of our community. 

 “Lower cost housing to encourage families.” 

 “More opportunity for first-time buyers through shared ownership would be good for local 

community cohesion.” 

 “The village tends to be more expensive than elsewhere in Peterborough (since the bypass was 

built) because of its rural location– but still we need to be fully inclusive by increasing low cost 

housing around it.” 

 “ Lower cost housing if given to local residents.” 

 “There is enough property for the elderly. We need to encourage the younger generations to enjoy 

living here.” 

 “All the above I feel would improve the village and help sustain it. The young and old can benefit so 

much from integrating with each other and enriching each other’s lives.” 

 “The character of a village evolves as a result of development over the years. It becomes a 

museum if it is forced to remain at a certain period of time.” 

  We like the mix of housing in the villages; it adds to its character. 

 

Supporting wider ownership/housing associations 

 

 “I may be wrong but it seems as though much of tenanted property in the village is owned by the 

same people. Wider ownership would create competition. However it is a free market.” 

 We need to encourage new people into the village. Low-cost housing is fabulous but must be fairly 

distributed as some people on the Parish Council feel they have a duty to offer it to friends’ 

children. Furthermore it has previously been stopped as not wanting ‘that sort’ living here. 

 “If we build some lower cost housing for young people to buy, make sure it is only sold to young 

people and not swallowed up by wealthy locals to extend their portfolios of rental properties.” 

 “We should encourage some lower cost housing to buy, but not for rent, especially housing 

associations.” 

  If we stopped and controlled people buying all the small properties in the village for the buy to let 

portfolio, then there might be housing stock for young people to buy! 



 We have accepted enough low cost housing in the recent past. The balance is right. Affordable to 

buy ends up as private rented. Current national policy precludes any sensible planning for 

affordable housing, forcing housing associations to sell off its best housing. And always allowing 

people to buy their homes means many affordable rented, good housing ends up as buy to let 

unaffordable rented housing. Vicious circle. 

 “ Castor and Ailsworth have been and should be mixed communities with housing for a range of 

families from different income groups. Some cheaper rented housing or starter homes are needed. 

Rented properties should be run by a housing association not just by private landlords!” 

 Rented housing should be housing association i.e. not Private landlords. 

 “We have lots of lower cost housing in the village! I have heard that mostly owned by a few 

villagers and rented out! Ridiculous! Makes it very hard for people to buy their first house in the 

village.” 

 “We have a number of low-cost houses in the village for example St Kyneburgha close and 

terraced housing in Main street, but these are owned on a buy to let basis and are not available to 

those who need them. Returning these to the market would help solve the problem.” 

 “In my experience of living in the area, the majority of low cost houses are bought and then put 

onto the rental market by a certain few families. This is not a good example of allowing first 

time/low cost buyers into the area. If these were released back into the market it would solve the 

problem of a shortage of low cost housing.” 

 “Any new housing should not be bought up by the existing rental landlords.” 

 “There are plenty of houses in the first time buyer category. The problem is that 3 or 4 local people, 

including Parish councillors, buy these and rent them out. If this housing stock was released, it 

would start to resolve this issue.” 

 

Supporting elderly 

 

 “ Need to leave bungalows for elderly rather than letting them to non-elderly!” 

 An affluent village such as Castor has absolutely no provision for elderly people. 

 “ Sheltered housing so the elderly can stay in the village (to rent or buy). A retirement complex for 

those needing retirement/ retired who wants a smaller property (to rent or buy).” 

 Housing for the elderly needs to be situated in the correct locations, near bus routes, close to 

shops etc 

 “ Short of some form of sheltered housing for the frail elderly.” 

 “Additionally, we need to make specific provision for the elderly in the form of sheltered 

accommodation.” 

 “Not a need for housing for elderly, but the infirm who need special housing.” 

 “Silvester Road –why are young and middle-aged people living in them, they were built for our old 

people, ask Duncan Vessey. P.S. Benhams close?” 

  If a housing complex was built for the elderly of the village, possibly warden controlled, it will be a 

great asset. This would free up housing for families, which in turn would mean fewer houses need 

building. 

 

Against supporting elderly 

 

 “What is meant by ‘housing suitable for the elderly?’ Or ‘housing suitable for those 

approaching/past retirement?’ How do such people differ from the elderly?”  



 “If the old haven’t set aside enough from their working lives to enjoy a reasonable standard of living 

in their retirement, that’s tough, move to Merseyside. Houses should not have any form of ramp.” 

 “There is a huge mix of housing already in the village. We do not want to end up as a village full of 

old people.” 

 “ Most of the village is already suitable for those approaching/passed retirement.” 

 Have enough for old people not enough for kids. 

 

Objection to low cost housing/forced change in market 

 

 “ The reason we objected to lower cost housing is simply because of the problem families from the 

social housing on Normangate. The antisocial elements caused damage to the Village Hall, bus 

stop and pub.” 

 “We paid a premium to buy within the village to get a high quality of life. That will be lost if 

excessive cheap housing becomes available. People will be forced to leave the village to get a 

better quality of life further afield.” 

 Too much central directive-it is a village; people should take care of themselves not try to build a 

Socialist Republic! 

 “ Why artificially create a village based on age? Let market forces drive the population.” 

 “Castor and Ailsworth is an expensive village as are several round and about the area. I doubt 

there could be ‘low cost’ housing built. It has always been different for children to stay, that is why 

they went to market deeping.” 

 “ I don’t think that low-rent housing provision is a realistic proposition. I don’t know where the 

existing conservation area should be extended, where would that be appropriate?” 

 “Reasonable rents will be decided by each landlord.” 

 “These questions are loaded. Any development needs to be and is driven by market forces. Small 

developments within the village boundaries should be encouraged but low-cost housing for 

feckless layabouts should be discouraged.” 

 “Rent controls aren’t enforceable beyond those set by the landlord.” 

 “Already considerable housing stock at affordable prices but all occupied. We should not extend 

this type of building to satisfy people's desires.” 

 “I think that providing too many low-cost houses can have less desirable results than intended. For 

example, elsewhere in UK such houses are often sold to buy to let landlords who rent to multiple 

tenants with no regards as to their suitability to live in a village such as Castor.” 

 To encourage low-cost housing with reasonable rent housing for elderly etc. would mean building 

more houses/flats. However if existing properties can be modified then there is no problem. 

 

 I live near these young people; they constantly swear, smoke and let their children run amock. I 

have no wish to see an increase in this. It wouldn’t be so bad if they had a bit of respect. They ruin 

our allotment; walk all over it every year- it needs to be taught in schools to respect other people. 

 

Re. development  

 

 “What are reasonable rents? I would encourage local occupancy conditions (albeit planning law 

conditions need to be enforced!) We should endeavour to maintain the village at approximately 

2000 occupants. This is an ideal sociable size.” 

 “The City Council should use its best endeavours to protect the few villages left. Orton 

Longueville, Waterville, Alwalton, Yaxley, have all been subsumed by over-development. 



Werrington village has been totally overwhelmed and has lost all character as a result of over-

development.” 

 New houses must contain affordable housing but they should be integrated within more 

expensive housing and not segregated from the community of high earners. 

 “ Both villages have had developments recently. There is plenty of affordable homes and homes 

for the elderly in my opinion. We should not encourage more homes in the village. There are 

already homes available at affordable costs. It is not a need, merely a desire.” 

 It is essential to extend the conservation areas. We also need some low-cost housing and 

housing at reasonable rates and for the elderly but not en masse and squashed in. 

 

Sewers/Drainage 

 

 “ Improved sewers and drainage might encourage increased development–careful what we wish 

for!” 

 “I believe the drainage problem is mainly south of the village towards the river. The wet fields have 

exacerbated the problem, but they are water meadows.”  

 The sewers in this village cannot cope with more housing. 

 “We have been in the village for 18 months and have had 2 sewage floods/blockages in the main 

sewers.” 

 “We need better sewers especially in Ailsworth on the corner of Peterborough Road and Station 

Road.” 

 “Drainage outside village hall!” 

 The drainage needs improvement but not to accommodate a much greater population. 

 Very poor drain system, especially in Main Street and corner of Main Street and Maffit Road and 

corner of Main Street and Helpston Road. 

 Sewers must be resolved before any further development (Martin Chillcott could comment on this.) 

 “There have been problems with drains at the end of Main Street, Ailsworth, close to Peterborough 

Road.” 

 “Please please please upgrade the sewers.” 

 “All the above is difficult to achieve with current drainage system. If we push too hard we could 

open ourselves up to another Hampton.” 

 “More regular cleaning of manholes and kerbside drainage to stop short time flooding after heavy 

rain.” 

 “There are occasions when the sewage cannot cope at the end of Main Street.” 

 

Final Comment 

 

Wish list 

 

 “More groups/activities for young children in school holidays/evenings” 

 “Recreational activities such as sport/arts.” 

 “A skate park…I think I made that clear.” 

 “We feel that the village shop needs improving in looks and facilities. A community garden would 

be nice.” 

 “Better access for disabled to church. A railing on steps to church on Stocks Hill.” 



 Need for better lighting, security and policing like neighbourhood watch. Maybe a few CCTV 

cameras. 

 We need a skate park 

 I think we need a Skate Park with lighting for young. 

 The school should be constrained to village users. We need more local shops that encourage 

people to use our villages as a cycle/walk/historic tour event to peruse and buy food, gifts etc 

rather than just pass through. They wont do that if there is another housing estate.  

 “Get rid of the trees in the north edge of the school playing field. They block the view of the church 

and provide no shade for the little darlings in the summer.” 

 A Skate Park. 

 “I have been trying for five years to get the drain fixed on the corner of Peterborough Road and 

Station Road, Ailsworth. Contractors damaged the drain. Water freezes on the road in winter and 

cars skid on road and there will be an accident or death.” 

 “ Could reopen Castor train station for commuters!” 

 “ More dog bins and higher profile policing.” 

 Grass verges need to be better maintained- in other words grass cut more regularly and cleared up 

especially after daffodils have finished. Verges and roadsides have looked untidy for the last few 

years. 

 “Houses next to the village shop could be done up/knocked down. Absolute eyesore and 

overgrown at the back.” 

 We need a lot more notices about dog fouling and owners being made aware of penalties for not 

clearing up after the animals, in particular going from Stocks Hill, Cow lane or High street. 

 Enhanced landscaping tree belts and noise reduction measures along the bypass, west of 

Ailsworth up to Sutton roundabout.  

 “It would be nice to have more police pressure even someone just passing through or a named 

officer to contact if there are problems.” 

 “ A number of years ago the young people of the village were promised a skate park. Give the 

young people something to do to prevent drug problems in the villages.”  

 “ Get the cut open again between Silvester Road and Clay Lane.” 

 “Some form of improved policing/security e.g. discrete surveillance cameras in key areas. In 

general, too much change introduced too quickly can be counter-productive.” 

 “A more effective neighbourhood watch scheme.” 

 I feel part of the green outside the Prince and pharmacy should be converted to parking as it is 

rarely used and could make surrounding roads safer. 

 “We need a skate park to help entertain youths.” 

 A more effective screen of trees alongside by-pass would reduce noise and pollution. 

 Provision of supported living for adults with special needs. 

 There should be more educational information on local wildlife to help people to understand why it 

should be looked after. 

 Car parking for the coffee house. 

 It would be a good idea to build a new health centre at Woodlands to incorporate medical/dental 

practice. You might as well build a new school around the sporting facility.  

 Above all we need a care home and better parking. A good shop with post office. Think about the 

school and don’t forget the main sewer, which cannot have any more houses put on to it.  

 

 



Issues that need to be addressed 

 

 “ Pavement parking, school parking, cars on grass verges, parking on corners – danger to 

pedestrians and elderly. It is ignored by police and Parish Council.” 

 The sewers in the village are incapable of coping at the moment as they are constantly blocked. 

With this system further development should not take place. 

  Encourage owners of properties to maintain property in a good to a good standard for example 

109 Peterborough Road and village shop. 

 To accommodate increase in traffic, consider restricted parking and / or widening of access to 

Ailsworth via Thorolds way. 

 “If we end up having more housing, how will our tiny village school cope?” 

 Very important to stop cars parking on the main road by the Royal Oak, especially for school 

collection. Today saw an almost head on collision between two cars through lack of space on the 

road. 

 “Peterborough has grown enormously over the past 40 years. The city centre is where all the 

buses go, so any journey means into the city and out to where you want to be. So do we need a 

ring road service for bus passengers? We need to link up all the routes to reduce journey times – 

better for everyone!” 

  The cost of our council tax if we have to provide more roads, street lighting and 999 services to 

new developments. 

 “Traffic management through village.” 

 Our villages have grown a lot over the 35 years we have lived here and already its showing signs 

of major strain on roads and paths. Drainage is another problem. Major infrastructure 

enhancement will be essential with any future developments.” 

 “Heavy goods traffic on Helpston Road is not acceptable, in my opinion.” 

 “How would the local schools cope?” 

 “Many of the roads and locations within our villages are not suitable for excess traffic use. 

Therefore any development in our village should consider the problems caused by increase traffic 

use. Ancient trees, hedgerows, footpaths and bridleways should be protected and preserved.” 

 I'm concerned that at least a third of children attending school out of catchment. Needs to be a 

village school! 

 

Against large-scale development 

 

 “Please let’s not turn Castor into Werrington!” 

 It is so important to keep the village separate from Peterborough and preserve the village 

traditions, services and natural environment. 

 “Unfortunately a new housing development on a large scale is proven not to work and creates 

Hampton-like estates.  This would force my wife and I to look to move house. We have lived here 

for 17 years so far.” 

 I realise more housing is required throughout the UK, however I feel that our village is not the 

suitable place for this because to accommodate more residents the village would have to expand 

and change to its detriment. 

 I feel the balance is about right. I realise more people have to have somewhere to go but we have 

had a lot of new builds in the last 5 years. I fear the essence of the village is being swallowed up 

and in time it will be another Werrington which is a nightmare.” 



 “We have lived in the village for 4 years. We have worked hard and continue to work hard to be 

able to bring our family up in a safe community. It will be a shame if this is ruined by further 

development. I would hate to see Castor/Ailsworth become like Longthorpe and swamped by the 

rest of Peterborough.” 

 “The overarching aim must be to preserve our separation from Peterborough. Our villages have 

grown organically to create a safe, beautiful and interesting environment. The town planning of all 

of our neighbours (Orton, Bretton and now Hampton) has destroyed this state which Orton 

enjoyed.” 

 “It is important that we preserve the separate identity of the village.” 

 “An excellent questionnaire. Keep our village as it is with plenty of open spaces for the entire 

community to enjoy. We do not want the Bretton overflow in our village!” 

 “We moved to castor in January 2015 and have been tremendously moved by the history and 

spirituality of the village. Please make no changes to the centre or the main road leading into and 

through Castor.” 

 “Small-scale developments within the village envelope should be sufficient to maintain housing 

demand and large-scale developments will ruin the village character and should be resisted.  Keep 

it simple and keep the village small.” 

 “Some people have chosen to live in a rural location and want to protect and maintain these 

characteristics. We live in Normangate, so are not opposed to new homes which are in keeping 

with the current location, but feel large development would change and erode the rural 

characteristics.”  

 “There is a reason people move to the village and developing it further goes against all those 

reasons.”  

 “Can we propose other uses for the land instead of residential development that would be more 

acceptable for village residents e.g. the council recently required sites for a new cemetery- the 

area between the A47 and the villages with access via A47 may be a preferred option to a large 

housing development” 

 We need to preserve a village feel we don't want to be swallowed up as part of Peterborough. 

 The importance of maintaining and respecting historic rural villages that will be lost forever once 

mass-produced ‘toy-town’ housing has been built. 

 

Final comments on development plans 

 

 “The plan should actively address environmental and ecological questions and sustainability. How 

can the villages take action now to improve our environmental consciousness?” 

 Loves Hill/Pboro Rd and fields opposite, Woodlands, Parish land and Nene Park Trust land should 

all remain either as countryside/farmland or green recreation. All green spaces near the villages to 

be kept. Should consider planting a wood HCA land and developing a woodlands leisure base 

 Any housing south of the bypass would need access to the bypass to avoid using the main road 

through the village  

 I am pleased there is an acceptance that some development is inevitable and would urge that this 

is embraced in the report. 

 I would love my children to be able to live in the village. That is currently very difficult. It would be 

good to have homes available for the children of village residents either to rent or buy. Are there 

ways we can make this happen? 



 New development is inevitable but it should be beautifully designed with special features, such as 

community green spaces among the development. It should reflect being part of an incredibly 

beautiful area, as Castor and Ailsworth is not average. 

  Make Helpston Road a road to Helpston only and any development should not be accessed off 

the bypass so as not to increase traffic, otherwise all the new household as well would come 

through the village to get to the north of the bypass. 

 Developments should be kept in a strict traditional style of the village 

 “ Castor Parish Council needs to take a more strategic view and build local/regional political 

relationships. They appear to have been pushed into supporting Neighbourhood Plan. They should 

have been leading it!” 

 Plans should sustain what we have appropriately not become a manifesto for the "entitled". 

 “ We need skilled, regular liaison work with Peterborough City Council and the Homes and 

Communities Agency to determine the likelihood and the size of necessary developments. Our 

plans must fit with their timetable– not follow-on afterwards.” 

 “Villages should really cater for families- from a mixed age range, mixed interests, mixed abilities, 

mixed incomes- all should be able to enjoy the country way of life.” 

 “Obtaining authority and funding to purchase HCA land north of village and south of bypass to 

enable us to grow sensibly, thereby extending our village envelope and obtain transfer of 

ownership from HCA to the same end” 

 “There should be no presumption of development on HCA land rather than privately owned land.” 

 “Significance of landscape in providing high quality setting for the villages and its fragility. The 

open nature of much of the HCA land deserves consideration.” 

 “Local housing for local people.” 

 “It is only by having some development that we will get better facilities. We cannot stand still and 

stagnate. It would be great to have safe access to the north of the bypass i.e. footpath to Helpston 

Road bridge over bypass and someway beyond.” 

 “I accept housing development will be required but location is key- north of the bypass with minimal 

impact on villages.” 

 “I have already mentioned the village design statement. How is this going to be included in this as 

some of these questions relate to work already done in the statement?” 

 “Manage allotments better. We need to balance the need for housing against the loss of good 

agricultural land. With housing development west of Peterborough, thought should be given to 

access to the city and rail station.” 

 “We have only been here a few months but we have been made to feel so welcome. We feel safe 

when going for walk, at night as well and like it to remain so.” 

 “Sensible development should be encouraged, particularly for more affordable housing.” 

 “We need to protect our villages and rural life.”  

 “Protect the countryside and wildlife.” 

  There needs to be a focus on providing facilities and housing for the future whilst maintaining the 

character and all aspects including size and boundaries of the villages. 

 

Comments regarding questionnaire/Parish Council 

 

 “ Station Road recreation ground, Allotment Lane recreation area. What is CP (use an acronym 

and you have to define it.) What is the significance of the crosshatched areas on the map you have 

not included a key.” 



 “Your question 8 is badly worded. The impression is that the need is to build when the housing 

stock is already present.” 

 No mention in the questionnaire of how other cultures can be part of the community. 

 Both of our parish council consist of non-elected members. With the new localism act in place and 

increased powers, we should insist that elections are held and make sure that places are 

contested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


