
CASTOR & AILSWORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - SURVEY RESULTS 
 
 
Thank you for a great response  
Thanks to everyone who completed the Neighbourhood Plan survey questionnaires. There was a 43% response 
rate (3 times the average response to general surveys) and all the data was captured by a specialist data company, 
employed by the Neighbourhood Plan team on behalf of the Parish Councils, who then provided results for 
analysis. 
 
What you said 
There were no significant differences between responses from respondents from either Parish. Overall, the vast 
majority of comments were “Keep as a village not a town” – Castor & Ailsworth were as one. 
 
Quality of life was deemed important, with virtually everyone except 2 or 3 % agreeing and with the vast majority 
strongly agreeing with the importance of ‘Friendly and safe environment’ (88%), ‘Natural countryside around the 
village’ (85%), Village facilities (81%), Rural atmosphere (78%) and sense of community (77%).  
 
2/3rds of people most preferred either limited further housing development (44%) or a number of small 
developments within the villages on various plots of land (23%). There was very strong opposition to any 
development South of the bypass, with 62% saying it is their least preferred option and only 3% in favour. 
 
19% of respondents had indicated 3 or 4 developments North of the bypass to be their preferred option, with a 
significant 37% indicating it was their second preferred option.  Taken together this was 56%, suggesting an 
acceptance that development may be necessary. 
 
However, 2/3rds of people think it is ‘very important’ to protect wildlife habitats (59%) and in particular access and 
the surrounds of Castor Hanglands (64%), with only 2% disagreeing. This is associated with a low level of interest in 
the option of development North of the bypass in either one large development (17%) or 3 or 4 smaller 
developments (19%).  
 
Protecting the natural environment, was seen as ‘very important’ , including keeping green spaces in the villages 
(78%), green areas around the villages (83%), conserving countryside and lanes within village (81%). Very few thought 
it was unimportant (3%).  
 
Half of all people (52%) were in favour of encouraging green measures including solar panels, although a significant 
minority were opposed (30%). The remainder had no opinion.  
 
Perhaps unsurprisingly in such an attractive and historic setting, people felt that is ‘very important’ to preserve 
historic buildings (82%) and maintain the conservation area (68%). There was also support for extending the 
conservation area (63%).  
 
The vast majority of people (85%) also supported encouraging limited tourism to help generate visitor income for 
upkeep of historic sites and for the Pubs and Shop. 50% thought it was ‘very important’ and only 5% of 
respondents did not support the idea.  
 
Any development, no matter how small, may impact on transport and communications, so we asked for people’s 
views.  
 
There was support for better cycleways/ footways/ bridleways for cycling and walking and there was also solid 
agreement with the need for traffic calming and current speed limits.  
 
There was also a lot of concern around parking, with just over half of all people (55%) saying it is ‘very important’ 
to have safer car parking around the school and GP surgery.  
 
Of the existing community facilities that we need, the top 3 where people ‘strongly agreed’ were the Primary 
School (84%), the Village Hall (81%) and Pre-School (80%). Half of all people thought that we have facilities missing, 
in particular a Post office.  



 
More activities at both ends of the age spectrum, for both the elderly and young people, received almost equal 
support (57%) with around 1/3rd having no opinion on either.   
 
The vast majority of people (96%) support the need for both pubs and with 76% saying they strongly agree.  There 
was also support for the Fitzwilliam Arms remaining in use as a restaurant, and strong support for better use for 
the village of the Woodlands sports facility.  
 
2/3rds of all respondents (60 & 65%) supported the need to encourage small businesses to locate in the 
community or help create more local employment. A small minority disagreed with these initiatives (11% & 16%). 
 
For both personal use and encouraging more self employment and business activity, broadband and mobile 
coverage are essential and although only a quarter of people were dissatisfied with broadband, around half of all 
people (53%) regard mobile phone coverage as poor.  
 
There was solid support for a wider range of homes to be available with 2/3rds of respondents (60-65%) agreeing 
(strongly agree/agree) for the need to encourage more lower cost housing to buy, more housing at reasonable 
rents and more housing suitable for the elderly. However, around 1 in 4 (23%) people disagreed with the need for 
lower cost housing to buy and 1 in 5 (19%) disagreed with the need for homes at reasonable rent.   
 
There was also support (65%) for improved sewers and drainage, with the remainder mostly having no opinion. 
However, for many years City Council has advised “be careful what you wish for”, as improvements would require 
huge investment and therefore would be conditional on major housing development to pay for it.  
 
What’s happening now? 
The survey is just one stage of consultation throughout Castor & Ailsworth. As well as publishing the results, a large 
number of volunteers are busy surveying everything from wildlife habitats, history and archaeology and updating 
the Village Design Statement and the Built Environment Audit first published over 10 years ago. 
 
In addition to the survey, consultations will be taking place with village clubs, organisations and societies, 
landowners, including HCA, Nene Park Trust and Milton Estate and a large number of bodies and authorities, who 
are required consultees under the regulations governing Neighbourhood Plans.  
 
What happens next? 
There will be further consultation in March, to share the work of the Neighbourhood Plan project team, so 
everyone can see what is developing and giving everyone a chance to ‘have their say’.  
 
The Plan project is overseen by both Parish Councils and will also be a regular agenda item for information and 
discussion throughout 2016. 
 
Its also worth noting that our City Councillors, John Holdich and Diane Lamb , have taken a keen interest in the 
Neighbourhood Plan and have been very supportive.     
 
The Neighbourhood Plan project will culminate in a referendum in the autumn of 2016, where everyone on the 
electoral roll gets the chance to vote in favour or against the final Neighbourhood Plan and therefore whether we 
adopt it as a community.   
 
There’s plenty of work to do, so if you’d like to join the Neighbourhood Plan project group , through either a special 
interest or perhaps just help in a small way, with project admin, please contact John Hodder on (01733) 380447 or 
via e mail hodder5@btinternet.com 
 
Further information will also be published on the Parish Council websites and the Community Facebook page and 
in the Parish Magazine.  
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